

Riding the Recession 


Looking for ways to save 
money and ride out the 
economic storm? For the 
next six weeks, Metro will 
share advice on how to cut 
down on expenses and 
navigate your way through 
the recession. 

Canada 

• How independent 
businesses are trying to 
attract new 
customers, pg 9 

Next week 

• Comment - Anne Hines 
looks for humour in the 
economic downturn. 

• Workology - Tips for 
employees feeling survivor 
syndrome when their 
co-workers are laid off. 

• Food - How to grocery 
shop on a tighter 

budget. 


President 
munches on 
ObamaTail 


tasty treat U.S. President 
Barack Obama gave a local 
high school student the 
thrill of her life when he 
decided to satisfy his sweet 
tooth with a Canadian deli¬ 
cacy: That sugar-coated, 
deep-fried pastry called a 
BeaverTail. 

“I was screaming up and 
down,” said 17-year-old Jes¬ 
sica Milien when a U.S. Se¬ 
cret Service agent ap¬ 
peared at the window of 
the BeaverTail hut on 
George Street and said the 
president 
had asked 

for one of Welcome 
the hot pas¬ 
tries during 
a surprise 
stop in the 
historic By¬ 
ward Mar¬ 
ket. 

“My co¬ 
worker was 
nice 

enough to 
be like, ‘Go 
ahead, Jes¬ 
sica, we 
know you 
love him so 
much. Go 
ahead,’” 
said Milien. 

She 

chose to 
make him 
the ObamaTail — a version 
of the dessert coated with 
cinnamon and sugar and 
topped with a whipped- 
cream “O” drizzled with 
chocolate sauce and maple 
butter that Ottawa-based 
BeaverTails Canada Inc. 
created in honour of the 
president and served at the 
Canadian embassy in 
Washington, D.C., during 
last month’s presidential 
the inauguration. 

Hundreds had lined the 
streets to catch a glimpse 
of the presidential motor¬ 
cade Thursday as it sped 
through downtown Ot¬ 
tawa. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


• Thousands 
gathered on 
the lawn of 
Parliament Hill 
had roared 
when Obama 
paused to 
wave from be¬ 
hind bullet¬ 
proof glass as 
he arrived for 
his meeting 
with Prime 
Minister 
Stephen Harp¬ 
er and then 
again when 
he left the 
building. 


Celebrity Buzz 


Rachel, 
Hayden 
set to 
marry? 

pg 26 


Sports 


Dartmouth 
rink off 
to show 
heart 


pg 15 


Academy Awards 


Movies 

• Metro’s movie reviewers 

,1 weigh in on who 
' deserves an Oscar, 
>%\ pgis 

V • Let them speak, 
r ” say readers, pg 19 

Music 

• Alan Cross pits this 
^, year’s best original 

- song nominees 
against past win¬ 
ners, pg 23 

Television 

• Ben Mulroney re¬ 
veals details of eta Ik’s red 
carpet Oscar special, pg 24 

Sunday 

• Movie reviewer Chris 
Alexander offers his 
opinion on the Academy 
Awards broadcast as the 
envelopes are opened at 
metronews.ca 

Monday 

• Be sure to read Monday’s 
recap of who won, and 
Enza Anderson’s critique of 
red carpet fashions. 


U.S. President Barack Obama walks past an RCMP honour guard after arriving Thursday in Ottawa. Obama’s visit was his first trip out¬ 
side the U.S. since becoming president. More coverage, page 8. 

Whirlwind visit 


Obama's Visit 


Barack Obama swept 
aside eight years of 
jangled Canadian nerves 
and cross-border tensions 
Thursday, singling out his 
northern neighbour as the 
first choice for a new 
American partnership 
with the world. 

In a lightning visit de¬ 
signed to turn a fresh page 
in Canada-U.S. relations 
and tamp down trade wor¬ 
ries, Obama made ah the 
right sounds, including a 
declaration that, “I love 
this country and think that 
we could not have a better 
friend and ally.” 

It was consummate Oba¬ 
ma — a charm offensive 
the likes of which Ottawa 
has seldom, if ever, seen. 


“I love this country and think that we 
could not have a better friend and ally.” 

U.S. President Barack Obama 


And it was reciprocated, 
from the rock star wel¬ 
come for his motorcade to 
the thrilled cheers of those 
who witnessed the presi¬ 
dent’s unscheduled hunt 
for souvenirs in the capi¬ 
tal’s Byward Market. 

The day was a triumph, 
too, for Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, who 
found his level with Oba¬ 
ma in an expansive ques- 
tion-and-answer session 
with journalists, the only 
unscripted moment of a 
carefully scheduled day. 

Despite big differences 
in philosophy and style, 


Obama and Harper pre¬ 
sented a common front on 
issues as varied as the war 
in Afghanistan, reversing 
the recession and pushing 
back the hot-button issue 
of trade protectionism. 

Obama called the devel¬ 
opment of clean energy 
“one of the most pressing 
challenges of our time” but 
also conceded there were 
no “silver bullets.” 

But the agreement, 
which won cautious praise 
as a good first step, was 
hardly the centrepiece of a 
day intended as a symbolic 
break with the Bush era. 


Instead, tone triumphed 
over substance as Obama 
used the first foreign trip 
of his presidency to broad¬ 
cast to Canada and the 
world his clear intention 
to “work with friends and 
partners to meet the com¬ 
mon challenges of our 
time. 

“The United States is 
once again ready to lead, 
but strong leadership de¬ 
pends on strong alliances 
and strong alliances de¬ 
pend on constant renewal 
... That’s the work that 
we’ve begun here today,” 
Obama told a Parliament 
Hill news conference. 

He pledged to do “every¬ 
thing that I can” to make 
sure Canada-U.S. relations 
become ever stronger in 
the coming years. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Fresh Cooked Snow 
Crab Sections 


Jumbo Shrimp -Raw 
(Shell On, Frozen) 

(21/25Ct) . (13-15C1) 

6.991b I 11.991b 


Seafood packed for 
shipment and travel 

Fisherman's Market 607 Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am-6pm, Sun. 11 am-6pm Gift Certificates & Party Trays Available 


Scallops 

8.991b (2o/4oct) 


Live Commercial Grade super 
Lobsters 2-claw special! 

Jumbo | Marketsize 
4.49lb (41b +) I 4.991b (1-1.5 IbAvg) 


FISHERMAN’S 

MARKET 

-EST. 1948 - 

Fine Quality Seafood & Lobster 


Atlantic Free Daily Newspapers Inc., operating as Metro Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 0B5. Publisher: Greg Lutes 




















































beauty boutique 

FIND YOUR BEAUTIFUL 


EXPERIENCE OUR NEW 
BEAUTY BOUTIQUE IN HALIFAX 

Welcome to the Beauty Boutique at the Spring Garden Road Shoppers Drug Mart. 
Visit our beauty BOUTIQUE and feel free to indulge in some of the world’s finest 
beauty brands including luxurious cosmetics, fragrances and skin care. 

You’ll experience an elegant atmosphere that invites you to touch, feel, experiment 
and above all - enjoy... because that’s the beauty of Shoppers Drug Mart. 
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Teardown of MacKay K-ramp on Halifax side 

Going across the bridge this weekend? Beware the MacKay. From Friday at 7 p.m. until 530 a.m. Monday, the Barrington 
Street exit and entrance ramps will be closed, as will the Windsor/Robie to Barrington ramp. metro Halifax 
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Crossing borders 

Canadians took 739,000 trips to countries outside 
the U.S. in December 2008, up 4>4 per cent from 
the month before. But we took four per cent fewer 
trips to the U.S. in December. And Americans are 
doing the same; in 2008, they took 12 per cent 
fewer trips to Canada. metro halifax 


Mo 9 snow means mo 9 money 



A woman wears a plastic shopping bag on her head as she trudges along Barrington Street during 
Thursday's winter storm. 


PAUL MCLEOD 

pauLmcleod(§ metronews.ca 


As Mayor Peter Kelly sat at % 
his desk Thursday, gazing \ 
out the window, he saw 
money falling from the sky. 

But not in a good way. 

No, all he could think of 
was the cost to remove all 
that snow, and how little 
cash HRM has left to do it 
with. 

“Eveiy time I see a plow 
go by, it’s just more mon¬ 
ey,” he said wistfully. 

Earlier this week HRM 
staff told Metro News the 
city had burnt through its 
entire snow removal budg¬ 
et. Kelly said that was a 
mistake, and there’s actu¬ 
ally about $2.5 million left. 
There’s also a $1.5 million 
reserve. 

That seems like a lot, but 
the last snowfall at the be¬ 
ginning of the month cost 
about $1.8 million to get 
rid of all of the snow. An 
average snowfall could 
cost up to $1 million. 

As to what happens 
when the money runs out, 
Kelly said it’ll have to be 
cut from other depart¬ 
ments. Last year snow re¬ 
moval spending was $8 


million over budget, and 
that’s not looking impossi¬ 
ble this time around. 

Kelly said the govern¬ 
ment will look at cutting 
down “inefficiencies” and 
things like not filling va¬ 
cant positions to try to 
save some money. He said 
under no circumstances 


will the plows stop. 

But he said he expects the 
budget to be ramped up 
next year to better handle 
the winter workload. 

“Before these last two 
years, we were getting less 
snow. Now here we are in 
the last few years we seem 
to be getting more snow. So 


we need to be more (re¬ 
spectful) of reality,” he said. 

Thursday’s snowfall was 
particularly bad in that it 
hit during the day. Malls, 
all city facilities and al¬ 
most everything else were 
closed for the evening. 

In case you’re wondering, 
spring comes in 31 days. 


Officer charged with assaulting suspect 


RACHEL BOOMER 

racheLboomer(§ metronews.ca 


Halifax Regional Police 
have charged one of their 
own with assault causing 
bodily harm for allegedly 
hitting a suspect in the face. 

Const. Duane Stanley was 
on duty at the force’s Bum- 
side headquarters on Mellor 
Avenue Jan. 23 when a 36- 
year-old man was arrested 


for breaking into vehicles. 

Police allege Stanley 
punched the man, leaving 
him with facial injuries. 
He was taken to hospital, 
treated, and released; he 
appeared in court later 
that day. 

Police spokesman Con¬ 
st. Jeff Carr said he could¬ 
n’t speak to the circum¬ 
stances of the alleged 
crime, since Stanley is 
now before the courts. 


Internal handling 

• If a police officer is convict¬ 
ed of a crime, discipline un¬ 
der the provincial Police Act 
can range anywhere from a 
reprimand to dismissal. 


“An investigation was 
launched into the incident 
immediately after it hap¬ 
pened, by a supervisor,” 


Carr said. The police force’s 
Integrated General Inves¬ 
tigative Section handled 
that investigation, which 
took just under a month. 

“There’s no standard 
length of investigation,” 
said Carr. 

Stanley has been sus¬ 
pended with pay pending 
the outcome of his court 
case. He’ll appear in Dart¬ 
mouth provincial court 
March 31. 


metiwiews.ca 

WHAT'S ONLINE TODAY 


Analysis what the 



president and the prime min¬ 
ister gained from 
brief tour at 
metronews.ca 
/canada 

Videos Enthusiastic 
crowds welcome 
Barack Obama 
to Ottawa at 

metro 
news.ca 
/canada 


Maritimers not as book-happy as we think 


Nova Scotians like to 
boast we have the highest 
percentage of university- 
educated people in the 
country, but the statistic 
behind that claim isn’t 
telling the whole truth, 
according to a new study. 

The Maritime Provinces 
Higher Education Com¬ 
mission released a set of 
10 measures of participa¬ 
tion Thursday that breaks 
down why university par¬ 
ticipation rates in the 
Maritimes are higher than 
the national average. 


“The usual conclusion 
is, ‘Nova Scotia has a real¬ 
ly high participation rate.’ 
Well, yes and no,” says 
Mireille Duguay, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer of the com¬ 
mission. 

“The ‘no’ is why we 
went into all of these 
measures.” 

With a plump 40 per 
cent of people aged 18 to 
24 enrolled in university, 
Nova Scotia does have a 
higher-than-average stu¬ 
dent rate. The catch? That 
number is inflated by 


non-Nova Scotian stu¬ 
dents. Duguay says when 
you take out the students 
from the rest of Canada 
and beyond, we become 
distinctly average. 

“It’s much more compa¬ 
rable. There’s not that 
much variation across the 
three (Maritime) provinces.” 

That means it’s not that 
Nova Scotians love their 
higher education, but that 
universities here are bet¬ 
ter than others at recruit¬ 
ing students from away. 

JON TATTRIE/METRO HALIFAX 
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Evaluating autism assistance 

Parents of autistic children, autism advocates and government staffers are working on ways to help people with autism. Six people will evaluate how 
government can better help autistic kids and their families. About 7,500 people in the province, or one in 150, have the disorder, metro Halifax 


Phone Operators to work from home for 
Adult chat line. Imaginative? Open minded? 
Call 866-519-2525 between 9-6pm 




Male/Female welcome, 18+ 


PLAY FREE 

online games daily. 

metronews.ca 


Teens arrested in X-Box theft 


crime RCMP arrested two 
14-year-olds and a 17-year- 
old early Thursday morn¬ 
ing after a 15-year-old East¬ 
ern Shore teen was robbed 
in his home with a knife. 

At 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
three boys confronted the 
victim with a knife, taking 
an X-Box, several games 
and a laptop. They told the 
victim not to call police 
and the crime wasn’t re 
ported until the victim’s 
mother got home. The sus 
pects will appear in youth 
court March 12. 

• A would-be robber 
pulled a gun on a victim < 
on Barrington Street last 
night, attacking the 
man before fleeing on foot. 

The assault occurred 
near Scotia Square at 8:19 
p.m. Police say the robber 
approached the victim, a 
30-year-old man, and de¬ 
manded his bag. The vic¬ 
tim refused and the attack¬ 
er struck him in the face 
with the gun before run¬ 
ning away. Police say the 


attacker was a light- 
skinned black male be¬ 
tween 20 and 25 years of 
age, about six feet tall, 
skinny and with no facial 
hair. He wore a light-blue 
hooded jacket. 



• Halifax police’s integrat¬ 
ed drug section busted an 
apparent drug shop on Ru¬ 
fus Avenue in Fairview 
Thursday. Cops seized mar¬ 
ijuana, scales, packaging, 


drug paraphernalia, cash 
and a quantity of illegal 
cigarettes. Two men and 
one woman were arrested 
on charges of possession 
for the purpose of traffick¬ 
ing, and later released. 


• The drug squad was busy 
in Dartmouth, too. The in¬ 
tegrated drug section raid¬ 
ed a residence on Rosedale 
Drive, seizing marijuana, 
75 ecstasy pills, scales, 
packaging, drug parapher¬ 
nalia and cash. 

A man and woman 
were arrested and re¬ 
leased on charges of pos¬ 
session for the purpose 
of trafficking. 

• RCMP also charged 
two 19-year-old men with 
possession of marijuana 
for the purpose of traffick¬ 
ing after watching an al¬ 
leged drug deal in Eastern 
Passage Wednesday night. 

Police seized 22 grams of 
marijuana and some mon¬ 
ey; the suspects will be in 
Dartmouth court Mar. 18. 

METRO HALIFAX 
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HeaDQUARTERS 

HAIR RESTORATION CLINIC 

Losing your hair? WE CAN HELP 



Our services 


• Treatment for men and women 

• Non-surgical hair replacement 

• Hair loss prevention 

• Micro-Follicular hair transplant 

• Hair donation programs 

420 1800 

998 Parkland Drive 
Suite 201, Halifax 



www.hqhair.ca 



Ian Burton, a technical officer with the National Research Council, shows some of the equipment at 
the new NRC Biomolecular Magnetic Resonance Facility Thursday. 


MRI brings new life 
to booming sector 

Researchers optimistic for $4M machine 


“Having a facility like this is more likely to 
result in a biotech company wanting to be 
here. The more companies come here, the 
better it is for employment, the better it is 
for the regional economy.” 

Donald Weaver, 

Dalhousie University drug researcher 

low researchers to exam¬ 
ine in greater detail how 
certain drugs interact with 
proteins in the body, and 
will help them study 
blood, tissues or other cells 
in greater detail. 

Private sector, govern¬ 
ment and university scien¬ 
tists will be able to use the 
facility. 

Previously, Weaver said, 
drug researchers would 
have to test thousands of 
versions of drugs to find 
one that would react well; 
now, they can cut that 
number substantially. 

That will save time and 
money in drug R&D. 

Scientists can also use 
just a fraction of the sam¬ 
ple sizes they once needed, 
and can ensure their mo¬ 
lecular samples are in pure 
form. 


Down the road, Weaver 
said, that means a new and 
important industry for the 
local economy. 

“The health sector and 
the biomedical sector is go¬ 
ing to be so hugely impor¬ 
tant to national and inter¬ 
national economies in the 
coming years. This is a sec¬ 
tor we’ve got to pay atten¬ 
tion to.” 

Roman Szumslci, vice- 
president of the National 
Research Council, said Hal¬ 
ifax is a perfect place for 
the new MRI. 

“Halifax has a very good 
track record of doing good 
things with sophisticated 
equipment, so it’s a good 
place to make this sort of 
investment,” Szumslci said. 

There are 55 core life-sci¬ 
ences companies in Nova 
Scotia. 


RACHEL BOOMER 

rachel.boomer(§metronews.ca 


Deep in the National 
Research Council's Oxford 
Street headquarters sits a 
brand new $4-million mas¬ 
terpiece: the world’s most 
sensitive biomolecular 
MRI. 

And researchers are opti¬ 
mistic the new MRI facili¬ 
ty, officially opened Thurs¬ 
day, will help bolster a 
growing life-sciences sec¬ 
tor in Halifax. 

“If a major, life-threaten¬ 
ing disease sweeps across 
our nation, then issues like 
the fuel efficiency of your 
hybrid SUV may be less im¬ 
portant to you,” said Don¬ 
ald Weaver, a Dalhousie 
University drug researcher 
who’s been involved in 
five biotech startup com¬ 
panies. 

“Having a facility like 
this is more likely to result 
in a biotech company 
wanting to be here. The 
more companies come 
here, the better it is for 
employment, the better it 
is for the regional econo¬ 
my.” 

The new facility will al- 


News in brief 


apples Ottawa will plant 
$218,000 into Valley apple or¬ 
chards over the next four 
years. The money will be used 
to graft between 30 and 50 ex¬ 
isting apple varieties onto ap¬ 
ple trees. Apples are big busi¬ 
ness in the Maritimes; in 2006, 
more than $1.3 billion worth of 
Maritime apples were sold, 
and in 2007 more than 45,000 


tonnes of apples brought in 
close to $14 million. 

AWARDS The province handed 
out 32 exemplary service 
medals to corrections staff 
yesterday. Each must have 20 
years of full-time service. Of 
the 32 people recognized, four 
were from Halifax: Gary 
Farmer, of the Halifax Youth 
Attendance Centre; Wayne 


Horner, a senior probation offi¬ 
cer; Diana MacKinnon of Cor¬ 
rectional Services; and proba¬ 
tion officer Kyle Patterson. 
AUTOPSY An autopsy done 
Wednesday confirmed the 
death of a 50-something man 
found dead in a Charlotte Lane 
apartment Tuesday night was 
not suspicious. 

METRO HALIFAX 


RYAN TAPLIN/METRO HALIFAX 














































GREAT SAVINGS 
THIS WEEKEND! 


v&Wi 


Friday, Feb. 20th to Sunday, Feb. 22nd 

Ixtra40% 

CLEARANCE-PRICED: 

• Women’s, men’s & kids’ footwear 

• Watches & jewellery 

• Women’s hosiery & men’s socks 

• Women’s wallets & handbags 

• Luggage & backpacks 

• Women’s & men’s accessories 


SAVE AN n COX 

EXTRA I D/O 

CLEARANCE-PRICED: 


• Living room, bedroom & 
dining room furniture 

• Mattresses & electronics 


IxTRA 30% 




CLEARANCE-PRICED: 


• Women’s, men’s, kids’ & infants’ fashions 

Excludes Lauren by Ralph Lauren & AKNY. 

• Women’s intimates 

• Men’s & kids’ underwear & sleepwear, men’s robes & kids’ socks 

• Infants’ sleepwear & layette 

• Dinnerware, stemware, serveware, specialty housewares, knives, 
flatware, gadgets, giftware, small appliances, bakeware & cookware 

• Bedding, duvets, pillows, towels, cushions, frames, candles, photo 
albums, table linens, area rugs & window coverings 




SAVE AN«|/V)/ 

EXTRA Iv /O Major appliances 


CLEARANCE-PRICED: 


Off our last ticketed prices. Selection will vary by store. Excludes Olympic Merchandise. 



Regularly priced at $65 

$29.99 

MEN’S DOCKERS 
CASUAL PANTS 

Plus, 30% OFF All other men’s casual 
pants by DOCKERS & LEE 



40% OFF 

MEN’S LEE JEANS 

Plus, 30% OFF Men’s denim fashions 
by LEVI’S, POINT ZERO & TXT 
Reg. $44.99-$59.99 Sale $26.99-$35.99 



50%-70% OFF 

ALL LUGGAGE IN 
OUR WIDE SELECTION 
OF BRANDS 

Reg. $25-$700 Sale $10-$350 
Excludes any 97 <L price endings. 



40% OFF 


ALL COMFORTER SETS, 
DUVET SETS, BED-IN-A-BAG 
& QUILT SETS 

BY FIELDCREST LUXURY, WAMSUTTA, 
HALTON HOME, DISTINCTLY HOME, 
MAISON A LA MODE & RAYMOND WAITES 



ALL KITCHENAID 
COOKWARE SETS 

50% OFF All other cookware sets 
25% OFF Open-stock cookware 
Excludes ALL-CLAD. 


ALL SMALL 
APPLIANCES 


CASUAL DINNERWARE 

BY DENBY, PFALTZGRAFF, 
ROYAL DOULTON STUDIO & 
EVERYDAY COLLECTION 


FORMAL FINE CHINA 
DINNERWARE 

BY ROYAL DOULTON, 
WEDGWOOD & NORITAKE 


CLINIQUE 

BONUS 

ONLY AT 



Choice of Shades 

Black Honey Plums 
or Air Kiss Pinks 

Yours free +t with any Clinique 
purchase of $26.50 or more. 

Value $60. 


Receive 5x Hbc Rewards points* on 
any Clinique purchase of $50 or more 
(before taxes). Give yourself a gift - 
Instantly redeem your 80,000 points 
for a $10 Bay Gift card to use towards your cosmetic 
or fragrance purchase. 



*10% discount excludes: Womens wear: ABS, Groupe JS Collection dresses & suits. Tahari suits. Andy The-Anh. Anne Klein New York, Ba&sh, By Malene Birger, Qa Va de Soi. Chaiken Profile, Dana Buchman, Ellen Tracy. 

Hoss, Laila, Lauren by Ralph Lauren. Mint, Norma Kamali, Tavan & Mitto, Three Quarter. Tara Jarmon, Walter. BAIA Black Label, DKNYC S(X)rtswear. Men's wear: West End Shop/Boutique Le President. Cosmetics & fragrances. 
Spanx hosiery, Dooney & Bourke handbags, Calvin Klein handbags, Treesje handbags, Kenneth Cole NY handbags. Swarovski crystal. Gucci watches, furniture, major appliances, home entertainment, mattresses, Hbc Gift Cards, 
pharmacy, licensed merchandise & licensed departments. CA Day discount cannot be combined with New Account Discount. 

Other exclusions may apply, t Registered trademark of Hudsons Bay Company. ® Registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Used pursuant to license. 

t Total points=5 x (dollar amount x 50). You will receive 250 points per dollar spent This offer cannot be axnbined with any other bonus offer If you refund the purchase(s) made in cxnnecbon with this offer, points will be reduced by the bonus amount using the same 
formula. Terms and conditions of the Hbc Rewards program fomd online at wwwhbc^otTV'rewafds apply to this offer, tt Quantities are limited. One bonus to a clienL per a«nt While supplies lasL 

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced. Power Buys. Manager's Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, Vera Wang and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are 
excluded. When you see “POWER BUY" or “MANAGER'S SPECIAL" you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another 
retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager's Specials and items located in any “Style Outlet* in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to 
store - no rainchecks or substitutions. When we say "PRICE CUT", we mean the existing everyday price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 



WWW.THEBAY.COM 
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Nova Scotia endorses national waste water strategy 

Nova Scotia has endorsed a national strategy that would see all city and town waste water treatment facilities brought to a higher standard over the next 10 to 30 
years. Halifax will have to upgrade its sewage treatment plans at some point from advanced primary treatment to the higher secondary level, metro Halifax 


Honesty is best policy 

Examining aftermath of Maple Leaf listeriosis outbreak 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 




Politicians and public rela¬ 
tions people take note: 
The Maple Leaf Foods cri¬ 
sis proves that honesty re¬ 
ally is the best policy. 

Teny Flynn, a communi¬ 
cations expert at McMaster 
University’s Degroote 
School of Business, studied 
the corporation’s reaction 
to the listeriosis outbreak 
last summer that saw 20 
people die. 

“This is a great example 
of reputational manage¬ 
ment, financial/customer 
management and commu¬ 
nications management,” 
Flynn said Thursday at a 
Canadian Public Relations 
Society meeting in Halifax. 

Flynn used information 
gathered by Leger Market¬ 
ing, which ranks Canadian 
companies’ reputations. In 
May 2008, before the crisis, 
Maple Leaf had a middle-of- 
the-paclc 74 per cent score. 
A week after the listeriosis 
news broke in August, it 



Terry Flynn, a communications management professor at 
McMaster University, talks Thursday with Metro Halifax at the 
Westin Nova Scotian. Flynn presented a study of Maple Leaf 
Foods' response during last year's listeriosis outbreak. 


sank to 46 per cent. 

“Their stock price also 
dropped 21 to 25 per cent in 
that first week. It’s an inter¬ 
esting correlation,” Flynn 
said. 

Maple Leaf president 


Michael McCain headed the 
crisis response, admitting 
the mistake and opening 
the plant doors to the me¬ 
dia. He bought TV and news¬ 
paper advertising to apolo¬ 
gize and promise change. 


McCain made a point of 
not talking to his lawyers or 
accountants, Flynn said. 

“It’s amazing for them to 
say, ‘We know we’ll have le¬ 
gal issues and financial is¬ 
sues, but this is about doing 
the right thing for the cus¬ 
tomers.’” 

By Januaiy, Maple Leaf’s 
reputation had rebounded 
to 63 per cent. Its score rose 
31 per cent among existing 
customers. The stock price 
was at $10.90 and falling 
the day before the crisis; to¬ 
day it sits at $11. 

“In the midst of the worst 
economic crisis since the 
Great Depression, they 
pulled out of it and have a 
higher market value,” Flynn 
said. 

Across the board, Maple 
Leaf received a 10 per cent 
bump from the transparen¬ 
cy-first policy. 

“This is a game changer. 
We’ve been able to isolate 
the return on investment. 
Maple Leaf has become the 
gold standard of how to re¬ 
spond to a crisis,” Flynn 
concluded. 


Fund continues to 
draw political fire 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(3 metronews.ca 


The Liberals promised 
Thursday they would abol¬ 
ish the Industrial Expansion 
Fund if elected. But the To¬ 
ries continue 
to defend the 
fund as a valu¬ 
able tool. 

Earlier this 
week, the op¬ 
position par¬ 
ties accused 
the Tories of 
investing in a slush fund 
when they topped up the 
IEF by $175 million. Cabinet 
can take that money and 
loan it out to businesses. 

“Politics has no place in 
the loan business,” Liberal 
Leader Stephen McNeil said 
Thursday in a press release. 

“I believe this province’s 
greatest opportunities for 
prosperity are created when 
business decisions are made 
by business people and not 
by politicians.” 

McNeil said he would fold 
the IEF and put the funds 
under the control of Nova 
Scotia Business Inc., an 


agency dedicated to attract¬ 
ing and growing Nova Sco¬ 
tia businesses. 

Premier Rodney MacDon¬ 
ald suggested McNeil just 
didn’t understand the IEF, 
and called it a valuable tool 
for economic growth. 

“What 

we’ve seen is 
the success of 
having both 
agencies and 
the flexibility 
of the IEF. So I 
don’t think 
that (McNeil) 
quite understands the 
process,” said MacDonald. 

“There’s a reason why 
successive governments 
and successive premiers 
have continued with this 
fund, of different political 
stripes. Because it works. 
And when something 
works, you should continue 
it.” 

The $175 million doesn’t 
actually appear on the 
province’s books because it 
is money that is borrowed 
and then loaned out again, 
usually, but not always, in 
interest-bearing loans to 
businesses. 


More criticism 


• The NDP have also criti¬ 
cized the IEF for lack of 
standards or regulations, 
and said they would make 
changes to the fund. 
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LITTLE MORE LOVED. 

Grand Caravan 


* 11,980 


2009 


BRAND NEW 

Grand Caravan 


$ 17,990 





Special Edition Pkg. Full Sto’n Go. Low km., w/factory warranty. 

Compare locally at $$Thousands more! 


3.3L Flex Fuel V6 - Roof Rack - Electronic Stabiliity Program, All Speed Traction Control, Brake Assist, FourWheel Disc 
Brakes w/anti-lock (ABS) - Advanced multistage front airbags with side curtain air bags - Power door locks, keyless 
entry, power heated mirrors -Powerfront windows w/driver’s one-touch-down-Air conditioning, sunscreen glass - 
AM/FM/CD/MP3 radio w/4 speakers - Cruise, tilt - Front overhead console - Seating for seven, second row 
removable bench w/easy-out rollers, third row 60/40 fold-in-floor seats - Two covered in-floor storage bins, 
open third row bin - 5 cup holders, 4 bottle holders, dual gloveboxes. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 5 Star Safety Rating. 
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16,980 


2008 


Steele 


Jeep 


f GENTLY LOVED. 

| Grand Caravan 

SE Loaded Full Sto’n Go- low km w/factory warranty. Extra features include Full Sto’n Go, Tri¬ 
zone temp control, Rear A/C & heat, Power 8way driver’s seat, Power rear windows and more! 

Compare locally at $$Thousands more! 
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* Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Plus taxes, admin & license. ** Plus freight, admin, taxes & license. 

Tel: 902 454-7341 • TF: 1 888 343-7341 


Kempt Rd. & Livingstone St., Halifax 
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A New Hope play at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic postponed 
The first performance of Shelly Hamilton's one-woman play has been 
postponed to Feb. 21 due to yesterday's storm, metro Halifax 


local 7 



Frequent and proper hand washing is one way to prevent the spread of colds. 

Colds not inevitable 


“When the number one ingredient of 
something is sugar, you’re basically 
shutting your immune system down.” 

Jill McChesney, nurse and homeopath 


RACHEL BOOMER 

rachel.boomer(§metronews.ca 


Just because it’s common 
doesn’t mean you have to 
get a cold this winter. 

Toronto-based nurse and 
homeopath Jill McChesney 
says revamping your diet, 
extra vitamins, solid sleep 
and careful hand-washing 
can keep you sniffle-free 
even when everyone 
around you is Germ Cen¬ 
tral. 

“Repeated antibiotic use 
depletes your body’s de¬ 
fences,” says McChesney. 

She said it’s important to 
get the body’s natural im¬ 
mune system up to peak 
strength by eating lots of 
colourful vegetables and 
fruits — anything red, 
green, orange or yellow. 
Think citrus, avocados, 
broccoli, and lots of nuts for 
natural zinc. 


At the very least, she said, 
cut out the sugar. 

“When the number one 
ingredient of something is 
sugar, you’re basically shut¬ 
ting your immune system 
down,” McChesney said. 

“As parents, we think 
we’re doing good when we 
give our kids juice, but 
when you look at the ingre¬ 
dients, it’s high in fructose. 
They’re vulnerable. Have 
water.” 

If you can’t hack the or¬ 
anges and avocados, pick up 
some vitamin A, C, and D. 
Zinc helps if you take it at 
the first signs of a cold. 

Stop burning the mid¬ 
night oil. People who get a 
full eight hours fight off 


germs better. 

We all know we’re sup¬ 
posed to wash our hands, but 
McChesney says most of us 
don’t do it right. Make sure 
the water is hot enough, 
wash between fingers, and 
keep going for a good 10 sec¬ 
onds — tiy singing a song 
while you do it. 

For kids, draw pictures of 
germs to explain why they 
need to wash so often. 

Get fun kids’ soap, and 
change towels more than 
once a week. 

She also recommends 
changing your dishcloth as 
often as possible, cleaning 
out sink drain traps and re¬ 
placing your toothbrush 
several times a year. 


Truro family still traumatized by blaze 

bible hill A fire that left a not have home insurance. Pine. 


family homeless almost a 
month ago continues to 
evoke moments of fear. 

“If I hear the heat crack¬ 
ing or feel the heat from the 
oven, it gives me butter¬ 
flies,” said Damien Wile. 

Wile, his wife, Tanya 
Pine, and their children, 
five-year-old Cece and six- 
month-old Isabella, along 
with Tanya’s sister Jessica 
McDonald, fled from their 
Salmon River home Jan. 27 
at 1 a.m. when a fire tore 
through their house, leav¬ 
ing them with virtually 
nothing. The family did 


News in brief 


HUNT Seal hunters in Cape Bre¬ 
ton received some timely help 
from the Fur Institute of Canada 
in their efforts to hunt the grey 
seals of Hay Island. The Fur In¬ 
stitute lined up another buyer, 
NuTan Furs Inc., of Catalina, 

N.L., which agreed to buy up to 


“As of now it’s still al¬ 
most all gone ... we have 
about one per cent of our 
belongings,” Wile said. 

Fire-stained clothes, a 
Christmas ornament, a 
headboard and footboard 
off of an adult and child’s 
bed, and charred photo al¬ 
bums are among the few 
items that remain. 

For Wile’s wife, the most 
devastating loss was ultra¬ 
sound pictures of baby Is¬ 
abella that were proudly 
displayed for all to see. 

“That’s really hard ... and 
can’t be replaced,” said 


200 grey seal pelts. It also 
entered into a contract with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada to 
co-ordinate a study of animal 
welfare aspects of grey seal 
hunting practices involving vet¬ 
erinarians who observed Mon¬ 
day’s Hay Island harvest. 


They only moved into 
the house last summer. 

“The furniture was all 
new and we re-did almost 
the whole house ... a lot of 
work and pride went into 
it,” said Wile. 

The family is searching 
for a home and in the 
meantime are staying with 
his parents in Bible Hill. 
There are 10 people under 
one roof. 

Community members 
were planning a dance Fri¬ 
day to help raise donations 
for the family. 

THE TRURO DAILY NEWS 


GRANT Pictou is one of 10 mu¬ 
nicipalities that will receive ex¬ 
tra funding through a new grant 
in lieu of taxes. The estimated 
$ 2 . 8 -million grant in lieu is avail¬ 
able for the municipalities who 
house provincially owned court¬ 
houses. METRO HALIFAX 
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Olympic security expected to cost $ 900 M 

Security for the 2010 Games will cost $900 million — more than five times the initial estimates of $175 mil¬ 
lion, the federal and provincial governments announced Thursday afternoon, metro Vancouver 




Orca population up in B.C. 

Two baby killer whales have been spotted off the southern 
coast of Vancouver Island bringing the population to 85. Al¬ 
though it’s unusual to see the whales in the area this time of 
year it’s believed that fewer salmon in California forced them 
into northern waters. cbc news online 



A greener NAFTA? 

Obama hopes to add environmental, labour standards 


“My hope is... that there’s a way of doing 
this that is not disruptive to the extraordi¬ 
narily important trade relationship.’’ 

U.S. President Barack Obama 


Obama's Visit 


U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma said Thursday he want¬ 
ed to begin talks to add en¬ 
forceable labour and envi¬ 
ronmental provisions to 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement without 
disrupting trade. 

“My hope is as our advis¬ 
ers and staffs and economic 
teams work this through 
that there’s a way of doing 
this that is not disruptive to 
the extraordinarily impor¬ 
tant trade relationship that 
exists between the United 
States and Canada,” Obama 


said at a joint news confer¬ 
ence in Ottawa with Canadi¬ 
an Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper. 

Obama promised during 
last year’s presidential cam¬ 
paign to “fix” NAFTA by 
adding enforceable labour 
and environmental provi¬ 
sions to the core of the pact 
and by changing an invest¬ 
ment measure that critics 
say gives business too much 


power to challenge govern¬ 
ment regulations. 

That raised concerns in 
both Canada and Mexico 
about the future of the pact, 
which has been in force for 
15 years. 

Although NAFTA already 
has labour and environ¬ 
mental provisions, those 
are contained in separate 
“side” agreements rather in 
the core text. reuters 


Obama in brief 


SECURITY There were almost as Parliament Hill. RCMP and Ot- U.S. President Barack Obama's 

many police officers in Ottawa tawa police promised a level of visit and they delivered. 

Thursday as adoring fans on security rarely seen before for torstar news service 


Iggy, Obama talk Khadr 


gitmo Liberal Leader 
Michael Ignatieff used his 
private talk with U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama Thurs¬ 
day to press for Toronto- 
born Omar Khadr’s return 
to Canada. 

But afterward Ignatieff 
did not hold out hope of 
any quick movement on 
the fate of Khadr, who has 
been held at the U.S. mili¬ 
tary prison in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, for seven years. 

“We raised the issue of 


Guantanamo and Mr. 
Khadr,” Ignatieff said, re¬ 
porting on his 34-minute 
chat with Obama just be¬ 
fore the president flew 
back to Washington, D.C. 

Ignatieff said Obama 
thanked him for his con¬ 
cern about Khadr. 

“But I don’t have the im¬ 
pression that the resolu¬ 
tion of the case is immi¬ 
nent,” the Toronto MP 
added. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Canada, U.S. to work toward dean power 


energy The United States 
and Canada agreed on 
Thursday to work together 
on new energy technologies 
to fight climate change, say¬ 
ing it was key to recovery 
from global recession. 

The agreement was an¬ 
nounced in Ottawa after 
U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma’s first meeting with 
Prime Minister Stephen 


Harper and pledged to re¬ 
new historically close ties 
between the neighbours. 

The two leaders said they 
had agreed to co-operate on 
“clean energy” technology 
that Obama said this week 
would allow both countries 
to use fossil fuels such as oil 
and coal while generating 
less pollution. 

REUTERS 
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Police rescue kidnapped student 

Police in Metro Vancouver say they rescued an 18-year-old Chinese student, who was kidnapped on the weekend, in a dramatic early 
morning takedown. Five men were arrested after officers stopped at least three vehicles early Thursday morning, cbc news online 


Canada 9 


Alberta expects first 
deficit in 15 years 

calgary The energy-rich 
province of Alberta is ex¬ 
pected to report its first 
budget deficit in 15 years 
this fiscal year, racking up 
more than $1 billion in 
red ink as the value of its 
savings fund sinks. 

Provincial Finance Min¬ 
ister Iris Evans said the 
province will report a bal¬ 
anced operating budget, 
with revenues equalling 
expenses for 2008-09. 

However, accounting for 
a 15 per cent drop in the 
value of the province’s 
Heritage Fund, whose 
worth was last pegged at 
$15.8 billion at the end of 
September, will push 
Alberta into a deficit, a 
spokesman for the minis¬ 
ter Said. REUTERS 


News in brief 


AFGHANISTAN U.S. President 
Barack Obama said Thursday he 
did not press Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper for additional 
troops and aid for Afghanistan, 
but instead thanked him for the 
country’s contributions. “I 
certainly did not press the prime 
minister on any additional com¬ 
mitments beyond the ones that 
have already been made,” Oba¬ 
ma said. REUTERS 


Unique plan to snap out of slump 

Vancouver wedding photographer teams with others to give away services 


FERNANDO CARNEIRO 

Metro Canada 


Riding the 

Recession 


A Independent Vancouver 
business woman has put 
In motion a plan to snap 
out of the global economic 
slump — literally. 

Daniela Ciuffa, a wed¬ 
ding photographer, is giv¬ 
ing away about $30,000 
worth of services after 
teaming up with a wed¬ 
ding planner and several 
vendors. 

“Compared to the same 
time last year business is 
down about 20 to 30 per 
cent,” Ciuffa said. “People 
are putting (their wed¬ 
dings) off for another year 
so they have longer to 
save.” 

Dan Kelly, the Calgary- 
based senior vice-president 
of legislative affairs with 
the Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business, said 



Wedding photographer Daniela Ciuffa at work in Vancouver. 


there has been a signifi¬ 
cant erosion in small busi¬ 
ness confidence. 

“Forty-six per cent of our 
members are predicting a 
weaker performance in the 
12 months ahead,” he said. 

Ciuffa, who has worked 
as a photographer for 10 


years, said she initially 
though of the promotion 
as a way to give back to the 
community. When clients 
began to delay their wed¬ 
dings it became a necessi¬ 
ty 

“This is the first time I’m 
seeing something like 


this,” she said. “I have a 
couple of friends who had 
clients cancel because they 
lost their jobs and others 
who decided to put their 
money toward real estate 
instead.” 

Kelly said that discount¬ 
ing and giveaways are ef- 


More online 

• For more information on 
the Ultimate Wedding con¬ 
test, see ciuffaphotogra- 
phy.com/blog. 


fective in attracting clients 
and that cutting the mar¬ 
keting budget to save mon¬ 
ey is not a good idea. 

“That can often be a ter¬ 
rible thing to do,” he said. 
“We advise our members 
to look for low-cost mar¬ 
keting alter¬ 
natives like 
Faceboolc.” 

On a per¬ 
sonal level, 

Ciuffa said 
she has had 
to make 
some adjust¬ 
ments to 
her lifestyle to cope with 
the decreased income. 

“I do less travelling and 
more eating at home than 
eating out,” she said. “I 
think 2009 will be hardest 
hit. I’m receiving a lot of 
inquiries for 2010.” 



Daniela Ciuffa 



Tax cuts. 
Reach out and 
claim them. 
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The Government of Canada has introduced a wide 
range of tax cuts to help Canadians save on their 
taxes. Lower taxes are part of Canada’s Economi. 
Action Plan. 
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There are measures like the Children’s Fitness Tax 
Credit, which allows parents to claim up to $500 in 
eligible fitness expenses paid for each qualifying child. 


There are also the Public Transit Tax Credit and other 
tax savings designed to benefit people and families 
from all walks of life. 
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Or call 1-800-959-8281 (TTY: 1-800-665-0354). 
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Brazilians determined to throw a Carnival to remember despite downturn 

Ten million extra condoms are being handed out, slum residents are creating huge floats and Barack Obama masks are flying off the shelves. Brazil's Carnival, the pre-Lenten festival of hedo¬ 
nism, takes off this weekend despite the best attempts of the economic crisis to drag it down to earth. The number of foreign tourists is expected to fall by about 10 per cent this year, reuters 



World 


Sharks feeling the bite 

Even the sharks are feeling the impact of the global 
economic slowdown. Shark attacks on humans dropped 
worldwide in 2008 to their lowest level in five years, ap¬ 
parently because the recession has curtailed seaside va¬ 
cations, researchers who compile the annual tally said 
on Thursday. reuters 


3 cleared in reporter’s death 

Watchdog slams Russia's failure to solve journalists' murders 


A Moscow court acquitted 
three men of involvement 
in the murder of Kremlin 
critic and journalist Anna 
Politkovskaya Thursday, 
leaving Russia’s most po¬ 
litically charged killing in 
years still unsolved. 

The prosecution said it 
would appeal but the fail¬ 
ure to secure a single con¬ 
viction for the crime — the 
most high-profile in a 
spate of reporters’ killings 
— raised questions about 
Russia’s resolve to protect 
freedom of speech. 

The failure to solve the 


Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
chances of becoming Is¬ 
rael’s prime minister were 
boosted on Thursday by 
the conditional backing of 
an ultra-nationalist politi¬ 
cian who emerged as a 
kingmaker in a photo-fin¬ 
ish election. 

Avigdor Lieberman, 

leader of the Yisrael Beit- 
einu party, recommended 
to President Shimon Peres 
that he choose Netanyahu 
to form a government, if 
the right-wing Likud chief 


Danger ranking 

• The New York-based Com¬ 
mittee to Protect Journalists 
ranks Russia as the world's 
third most dangerous place 
for reporters, after Iraq and 
Algeria. 


amounts to a human 
rights crisis, a European 
media freedom watchdog 
said on Thursday. 

“The masterminds have 
never been put on the 
bench. The accused were 


Narrow majority 

• With Lieberman's sup¬ 
port, Netanyahu has the 
backing of some 65 legisla¬ 
tors, enough for a narrow, 
governing majority of right- 
wing and Jewish religious 
parties. 


pursued a broad coalition. 
Netanyahu has said he 
would do so. 

Peres could announce as 


— is it not possible to find 
them or convict them? 
This failure amounts to a 
human rights crisis,” Milc- 
los Haraszti of the Organi¬ 
sation for Security and Co¬ 
operation in Europe told 
Reuters. 

After a four-month trial, 
the jury forewoman said 
brothers Dzhabrail 
and Ibragim 
Makhmudov 

were not ^ 

guilty of act- j £ 

ing as ac- 
complices M 

in the 101 


early as Friday whether he 
will ask Netanyahu or cen¬ 
trist Kadima chief Tzipi 
Livni, Israel’s foreign min¬ 
ister, to put together a gov¬ 
erning coalition. 

Livni and Netanyahu 
both laid claim to the pre¬ 
miership after Kadima 
won 28 seats in the 120- 
member parliament to 
Likud’s 27 in an inconclu¬ 
sive Feb. 10 election that 
deepened uncertainty 
about peace moves with 
the Palestinians. reuters 


der and cleared former po¬ 
lice officer Sergei 
Khadzhilcurbanov of or¬ 
ganizing the crime. 

Politkovskaya, a 48-year- 
old mother of two who 
published scathing expos¬ 
es of official corruption 
and rights abuses, was shot 
dead in the elevator of 
her apartment 
building on 
Oct. 7, 2006, 
after return¬ 
ing home 
from the 
supermar¬ 
ket. 


SPITZER A U.S. federal judge 
ordered the unsealing of docu¬ 
ments in an investigation that 
linked former New York gover¬ 
nor Eliot Spitzer to a prostitu¬ 
tion ring, potentially shedding 
more light on a scandal that 
forced Spitzer to resign. Thurs¬ 
day’s ruling was a result of a 
request by The New York Times 
to unseal documents that out¬ 
lined the prosecutors’ proba¬ 
ble cause for wiretapping two 
cellphones belonging to the 
prostitution ring. The materi¬ 
als will be released by Tuesday. 


collision The French nu¬ 
clear-armed submarine 
that collided with a British 
submarine is more dam¬ 
aged than the government 
reported, a regional news¬ 
paper said on Thursday. 

France’s defence min¬ 
istry officials, under fire 
for initially saying the mis¬ 
sile-loaded submarine had 
rammed a submerged ob¬ 
ject, probably a container, 
said it would be out of serv¬ 
ice for several months but 
details were secret. 

“We have given the de¬ 
tails we can give, which is, 
the sonar dome was dam¬ 
aged,” navy spolces-man 
Jerome Erulin said 
Thursday. News- 
alC.Ca paper Quest 


SHOE-THROWING The Iraqi 
journalist who hurled his 
shoes at former U.S. president 
George W. Bush went on trial 
on Thursday, facing up to 15 
years in prison. The act of 
protest by Muntazer al-Zaidi, 
who also called the former U.S. 
leader a “dog” — both insults 
in the Middle East — overshad¬ 
owed Bush's final visit to Iraq 
in December. He is charged 
with assaulting a visiting head 
of state and has been impris¬ 
oned for more than two 
months. 


France said in an un¬ 
sourced report the subma¬ 
rine’s conning tower and 
its immersion controls had 
also been damaged, and 
that this raised questions 
about France’s nuclear de¬ 
terrent capacity. 

France and Britain have 
said the two submarines — 
Le Triomphant and HMS 
Vanguard — collided at 
low speed because both 
were designed to be silent 
and invisible. 

France said on Feb. 6 
that Le Triomphant had hit 
an object, probably a con¬ 
tainer, as it was returning 
from a mission. It later 
turned out that it ran into 
the Vanguard on the night 
of Feb. 3 to 4. reuters 


north KOREA One of China's 
leading experts on Japan has 
vanished into custody after 
speaking about the health of 
reclusive North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-il. Jin Xide, last seen 
in early January, is believed to 
be under investigation for 
“leaking state secrets,” a 
source said. Jin said publicly in 
January that Kim Jong-il was ill. 
The North Korean leader is 
widely believed to have had a 
stroke or other illness last year, 
which has been the cause of 
much speculation. reuters 


Ukraine Protesting history 


murders of journalists not even the actual killers mur- 

NASA launches spacecraft 
to seek Earth-like planets 


science A U.S. spacecraft 
toting the biggest camera 
ever sent into space will be 
launched next month to 
scour our region of the 
Milky Way galaxy for 
warm, rocky planets like 
Earth that may also host 
life, NASA said on Thurs- 
day. 

The Kepler spacecraft is 
scheduled to spend 3-1/2 
years looking at more than 
100,000 stars similar to our 
sun, seeking evidence of 
planets similar in size and 
composition to Earth. 

Kepler is scheduled to 
blast off from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station 
in Florida aboard a Delta II 
rocket on March 5, the U.S. 
space agency said. 

“Kepler will push back 
the boundaries of the un¬ 
known in our patch of the 
Milky Way galaxy. And its 
discoveries may funda¬ 
mentally alter humanity’s 
view of itself,” Jon Morse, 



REUTERS 



Maiden voyage 

• The spacecraft is named 
for Johannes Kepler, the 
German astronomer who 
lived from 1571 to 1630 and 
studied planetary motion. 

• NASA said the mission will 
cost $591 million. 


director of NASA’s astro¬ 
physics division, told re¬ 
porters. 

About 300 planets orbit¬ 
ing stars other than our 
sun have been discovered 
since 1995, but most are 
large gas planets that are 
not likely to be hospitable 
to life. 

This mission is intended 
to find rocky planets orbit¬ 
ing in the “habitable zone” 
around a star where they 
are not so close as to be 
scorched and not 

so far away as to be Must be a 9 e of majority to purchase, 
frozen. reuters play or redeem ALC products. 


Pro-Russian protesters hold a demonstration denouncing the 
historic transferral of the Crimean peninsula to Ukraine in Sim¬ 
feropol on Thursday. Soviet authorities transferred the 
province to the Ukrainian Soviet Republic in 1954. It became 
part of independent Ukraine after the Soviet Union collapsed, 
much to the grief of many ethic Russians in the region. 


French sub more damaged 
than reported: Newspaper 



fiWB>25 YEARS! 




Backing boosts Netanyahu in Israeli PM race 


News in brief 
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Coverage doesn’t add up 



B laring headlines 
make it hard to 
miss. Canadians 
are losing their 
jobs and credit is 
hard to come by. So don’t be 
surprised if your bank or 
even your favourite retail 
chain starts pitching to you 
about the need to protect 
yourself. 

They’re selling something 
called credit balance insur¬ 
ance. It’s supposed to pro¬ 
tect you in case of illness or 
death, or if you lose your 
job it promises to cover 
your credit card payments. 

But after doing some 
math we started to wonder 
whose balance they’re real¬ 
ly tiying to protect. 

The cost of balance insur¬ 


ance can really add up. The 
average price is about one 
dollar for eveiy $100 you 
spend a month. So when 
you’ve got $2,000 on your 
plastic, you’re forking over 
$20 a month for insurance 
alone. 

Insurance expert Jim Bul¬ 
lock says these expensive 
premiums don’t pay off in 
the end, because if you lose 
your job, the insur¬ 
ance only covers 
your minimum 
monthly pay¬ 
ment, which is 
usually less 
than three per 
cent of your 
balance. 

What’s worse is how 
many people claim this in¬ 
surance is added to their ac¬ 
counts without their knowl¬ 
edge. 

Jodie Lightfoot, 27, has 
been unknowingly paying 
for this insurance on her 
RBC Visa for years, to the 
tune of $1,839. 

She claims her bank did¬ 
n’t ask her if she wanted 


this insurance. When she 
disputed the charges, they 
gave her a full refund. 

We commissioned an 
EKOS poll and found that a 
quarter of the respondents 
either didn’t know they had 
it or didn’t know it was op¬ 
tional, and fully half didn’t 


this insurance with credit 
card applications. 

While Canadian banks do 
have their own rules about 
selling insurance and fully 
disclosing credit card 
charges, statistics from the 
government’s consumer 
watchdog show the rules 
aren’t always being fol¬ 
lowed. 

The Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada (FCAC) 
has heard from almost 260 
Canadians complaining 
about this insurance. The 
most common complaint is 
that it is added to people’s 
cards without their consent. 
But so far there has been no 
crackdown on the banks or 
retail chains. 

After we showed FCAC 
how some people feel 
they’ve been misled about 
this insurance, they prom¬ 
ised to look into it. 


Wendy Mesley is a co-host of CBC News: 
Marketplace, Canada's award-winning 
consumer affairs show, and a regular back-up 
host with CBC News: The National. 

CBC News: Marketplace airs each Friday night 
at 8:30 p.m. (9 p.m. NT) on CBC Television. 


understand how it worked. 
In the United Kingdom 
there were so many 
complaints 
about this 
insurance 
the gov¬ 
ern¬ 
ment 
inves¬ 
tigated 
and fined 
lenders 
millions 
of 

pounds 
for inap¬ 
propriate 
sales 
tech¬ 
niques. 

There’s even a 
new ban in the 
U.K. against selling 



Views 


Elephant vs debt: Racking up charges 


IJrbanCompass 


Paul 

McLeod 


wl 


paul.mcleod@ metronews.ca 


A few years back I ran into 
an old acquaintance who 
had royally screwed him¬ 
self. 

He was going to Dal- 
housie and didn’t want to 
tell his parents that he’d 
lost his scholarship. So in¬ 
stead this guy — let’s call 
him Alex because, well, 
that’s his name — got a 
credit card and put his tu¬ 
ition on it. 

“Have you been paying 
interest?” I asked. 

“No, how does that 
work?” said Alex. 

Stunned, I told him he 
should get some financial 
help ASAP. Poor, foolish 


Sure, part of you knows you should be 
careful. But you’re broke and beer and piz¬ 
za are delicious. Something’s gotta give 
and the abstract concept of debt just isn’t 
very scary at that point. 


Alex had no idea he’d just 
given himself years-worth 
of debt to pay down. 

But this is a guy who 
that night forgot his back¬ 
pack on the top floor of a 
building, and back in high 
school once ogled a bunch 
of transvestites, thinking 
they were women. 

Surely he’s not a reliable 
sample of what happens to 
people out of high school. 

But since then I’ve heard 
a lot more examples of 
people racking up debt 
when they were young. 

Our photographer here 
at Metro is vigilant about 
his credit now. But back 
when he got his first credit 
card he went out with 
friends on the very first 
day and covered all their 
bills. 

“It was like, oh I just 
found a bunch of money. 
I’ll buy for everybody, of 
course. Why wouldn’t I?” 
he recalls. 


I’ve been there. Sure, 
part of you knows you 
should be careful. But 
you’re broke and beer and 
pizza are delicious. Some¬ 
thing’s gotta give and the 
abstract concept of debt 
just isn’t very scary at that 
point. 

So why are we not warn¬ 
ing kids about this? Right 
now in Nova Scotia there’s 
no mandatory class that 
teaches them how, or why, 
to properly use a credit 
card. Or how to quickly 
pay down debt. Or why 
you shouldn’t buy, say, an 
elephant when you’re liv¬ 
ing off a Pizza Hut salary. 

Those subjects are in¬ 
stead covered in optional 


courses like accounting 
and career development. 
But I guess it’s not that big 
a deal. It’s not like tons of 
people are going to go out 
and buy houses they can’t 
afford, triggering a finan¬ 
cial collapse the likes of 
which haven’t been seen 
in 80 years. Oh, right. 

Let’s give these kids a 
fighting chance. I’ll hope¬ 
fully be debt-free within a 
few months and if I can do 
it with my lack of willpow¬ 
er than anyone can. But I 
maintain that elephant 
was totally worth it. 


Paul McLeod is a staff reporter at Metro Hali¬ 
fax. He is currently in rehab for being a politi¬ 
cal junkie. It’s going badly. 



Stressed Americans need 
mental soothing: Expert 


new YORK The U.S. govern¬ 
ment should roll out a team 
of mental health profes¬ 
sionals to soothe Americans 
anguished over the eco¬ 
nomic losses and encourage 
them to spend and invest, a 
New York psychiatrist says. 

Dr. Richard Friedman of 
the Cornell Weill Medical 
Center in New York said he 
is treating 25 per cent more 
people because of the reces¬ 
sion, with patients suffering 
from insomnia due to anxi¬ 
ety and some even being di¬ 
agnosed with clinical de¬ 
pression. 

“It creates a culture of 
anxiety and fears. So you 
are not talking about a 
handful of people, you are 
talking about a situation in 
which the environment is 
fearful,” said Friedman. 

“It’s contagious. Even 
people whose jobs are se¬ 
cure feel frightened that 
they, too, could lose their 
jobs.” 

The U.S. economy, in re¬ 
cession since December 
2007, is budding under a 
heavy burden of rising un¬ 
employment. 


Data released Thursday 
showed jobless numbers 
rose to a record high in ear¬ 
ly Februaiy of 4.99 million, 
a rate of 3.7 per cent. Wash¬ 
ington has put forward an 
array of measures, includ¬ 
ing a $787-billion stimulus 
package, to revive the 
bleeding economy. 

Friedman said people’s 
anxieties need to be ad¬ 
dressed immediately and 
on a national scale. His an¬ 
swer: Replace assurances 
and explanations from 
economists and politicians 
with advice from mental 
health professionals. 

Fear of the economic cli¬ 
mate should be confronted 
in the same way as an irra¬ 
tional fear, he said. 

“Say you are afraid of the 
dark, you walk in a dark 
room and turn on the lights 
and see that there is noth¬ 
ing terrible there,” he said. 

“You’re afraid the market 
is going to collapse, you go 
out and you spend money.” 


ShareYourViews 

ha lifaxletters(§ metronews.ca 




Should Canada stick to its 2011 
withdrawal from Afghanistan? 

Weigh in on today’s question at metronews.ca 
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It’s your turn to tell others what you think. Email your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Inflation expected to stay steady in January 

Canada's annual inflation rate will likely hold steady in January despite shrivelling consumer demand as 
gasoline prices partially rebounded after a record drop in December, analysts said this week. Reuters 



The DAILY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 


Green plan a waste: Report 


Pictou commission hires Canmac for economic planning: 

The Pictou Regional Development Commission has 
hired Canmac Economics Ltd.to help develop a new 
economic vision for the future. Several consultations 
have occurred since the launch of the process three 
weeks ago. Focus groups have been held with govern¬ 
ment and industry association representatives, 
business owners and students. 


Get the full stories delivered to your inbox every morning. 
Sign up today for the 

DAILY BUSINESS BUZZ 

nsbj.ca 


Did you know? 


The federal government 
has been accused of not 
spending enough money 
on renewable sources of 
energy to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. Now a report 
from the C.D. Howe Insti¬ 
tute argues more than half 
of the dollars that Ottawa 
has committed to “green” 
energy is being wasted on 
ineffective programs. 

The study says the Con- 


« Emissions from fossil fuel- 
based thermal sources cur- 

servatives, through their 
$4.5-billion EcoEnergy pro¬ 
gram, are “over-investing” 
taxpayers’ money on low- 
impact initiatives that sup¬ 
port biofuels, such as 
ethanol, but giving short 
shrift to approaches that 


rently represent at least 30 
per cent of emissions. 

would offer the biggest re¬ 
duction in greenhouse gas¬ 
es at the lowest cost. 

Attempts to reduce emis¬ 
sions through transporta¬ 
tion fuels have so far 
proven a loser, the report 
found. It concluded that 


every ton of carbon diox¬ 
ide reduced through the 
use of ethanol fetches a 
government subsidy of be¬ 
tween $295 and $430. 

By comparison, a subsidy 
of $30 to $60 can achieve 
an equivalent reduction in 
carbon dioxide when the 
money is used to generate 
electricity from wind, bio¬ 
mass and biogas, or supply 
heat using solar technolo¬ 
gies. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


® APARTMENT FINDER 

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT KRISTA RODGERS AT 421-5861, OR KRISTA.RODGERS@METRONEWS.CA 

RENTALS 




Fully Furnished Suites 
located on Lake Maynard in 
Downtown Dartmouth, near 
Penhorn, Woodlawn and 
Mic Mac Malls. 

- Fully Equipped Kitchens 

- Fridge/Stove/Microwave 
- All Utensils/Cookware 
-Coffee Maker & Toaster 

- Linens/Laundry Facilities 



Get great coverage! 

Our Apartment Finder 
reaches all across the 
Metro area: Halifax 
Peninsula, Bedford, 
Spryfield and Cole Har¬ 
bour. Call Krista at 
421-5861 to reach out 
to your community! 



OCEAN BROOK PA RK VICTOR IA 

40 Charlotte Lane 1333 SOUTH PARK ST. 


Bachelor $610/month 
1 bdrm $755/month 
2 bdrms $865/month 


2 bdrms $ 1345/month 

3 bdrms $ 1500/month 


(902) 404-4440 


(902) 404-7676 


Ask About Move-In Specials* 


Ocean Towers on Brunswick Street 

Bach, 1,2 & 3 bedrooms from $599 



• Steps to Scotia Square, Purdy's Warf, Ferries, Stadacona & DND Dockyard 

• FREE access to our fitness facility & wireless study area 

• Direct routes to Dalhousie, SMU & downtown 

• 24 hour maintenance guarantee 
Additional 5% discount off rent for students 
& DND employees. No security deposit for seniors 



0.7000 • GOtransglobe.com 


On selected suites. May not be used with other offers. 
Offer expires Feb 28/09. Promo may be changed or 
cancelled at any time. Cable promo provided by Eastlink 



TronsGlob© 

Right here for you. 


-Free Parking 

-TV with VCR & DVD, Cable TV 
- Computer Desk & Halogen Light 
-Individual Security Safes 
-Internet & Utilities Included 
- Maid Service (extra) 

Daily, Weekly, Monthly 

SUNSET TOWERS SUITES 
341 Portland Street, 

Dartmouth B2Y1K7 
T: 464-1114 F: 464-1124 

sunsettowers@accesscable.net 


NEED YOUR OWN SPACE? 



Settle-in be fore SPRING... 


Settle into your luxury two-bedroom 
apartment at Salter’s Gate before 
April 30th and receive a Free Fitness 
Membership for one year, 
Continental Breakfast for two and a 
complimentary Spirit Spa treatment*. 
Just a sampling of all the great services 
within your living complex! 

I executive apartments I designer finishes I six in-suite 
appliances I interior parking I incredible location I 


5150 salter street I halifax I www.saltersgate.com I 222.6611 

NEWLY RENOVATED 
Sullivan Suites 

55 Dahlia Street 

COMPLETELY FURNISHED 

Bachelor Apartments 
$ 775.00 per month 

Rent Includes: 

Heat, H/W, Power, Fridge, Range, Microwave Oven, 
Furniture, TV, Cookware, Dinnerware, Cutlery, Linens, 
Bedding, Towels, 4 piece Bath, plus much, much more. 

Features: Coin Laundry Room on each floor, 
Fitness Room & Indoor/Outdoor Parking 
Lease monthly or for a fixed term 
Close to Bus Routes, Downtown Dartmouth, 

Ferry Terminal Special 

Lease now to February 28, 2009 
and pay only $750.00 per month, 

Receive free wireless internet access and free cable tv 
all for up to 6 months. 

For Details and Viewing call 830-5539 
www.novacorpproperties.com 



*0ffer applies to a new 12 month apartment lease. 
Fitness membership & breakfast - Courtyard Marriott. 
Spirit Spa treatment value $50 















































































Weekend, February 20-22 ,2009 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Man forgets thousands of dollars in toilet 

A German businessman lost more than 10,000 euros ($16,000) in a plastic bag after forgetting the cash in a public toilet as he 
stopped to relieve himself Thursday in a motorway service station near Haiger in western Germany. Reuters 
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Vehicle prices 
down: Report 


Canadians paid less for 
new vehicles in 2008 for 
the second consecutive 
year because of a shift to 
smaller models and an ex¬ 
tremely competitive mar¬ 
ketplace, according to Sta¬ 
tistics Canada data. 

The average transaction 
price for a car dipped 0.7 
per cent, or about $190, to 
$25,107, while the tag for 
trucks including medium- 
and heavy-duty models 
dropped 2.1 per cent, or 
about $790, to $37,480, the 
data showed. 

Canadian car prices, 
which include delivery 
fees, dealer-preparation 


Income 


• It took 18.2 weeks of family 
income to purchase a new 
car last year, down from 18.9 
weeks in 2007. 

costs and taxes, have re¬ 
mained below the rate of 
inflation for the past eight 
years. 

Analyst Dennis Des- 
Rosiers said consumers 
moved to cars, particularly 
entry-level models, last 
year because of soaring fu¬ 
el costs, and that kept auto 
prices down. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Cashing in Gambling pays in a recession 



J, 


A man watches television screens in a Ladbrokes bookmaker in London, England, yesterday. 
Britain's biggest bookmaker Ladbrokes said its business had shown resilience against the impact 
of the recession as it reported full-year operating profit slightly ahead of market expectations. 
Ladbrokes, which has 2,100 betting shops in Britain, said operating profit, excluding bets by high 
stakes gamblers, increased by 0.9 per cent to 243.8 million pounds (about $440 million) in 2008 . 


n brief 


layoffs Sears Canada has laid 
off 300 employees, half of 
them in its head office in Tor¬ 
onto, amid worsening business 
conditions. The layoffs — the 
rest were in Sears repair servic¬ 
es across the country — repre¬ 
sent less than one per cent of 
the company's total workforce 
of 38,000 people, spokes¬ 
person Vince Power said. 

RENOVATIONS Rona Inc., Cana¬ 
da’s biggest home-improvem¬ 
ent chain, reported a lower 
quarterly profit Thursday hurt 
in part by slumping home ren¬ 
ovations. The retailer, with 
about 680 stores across the 
country, said it earned $25.7 
million, or 22 cents a share, in 
its fourth quarter, down from 
$30.5 million in 2007, or 26 
cents a share for the same time 
a year earlier. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


® APARTMENT FINDER 


TO ADVERTISE CONTACT KRISTA RODGERS AT 421-5861, OR KRISTA.RODGERS@METRONEWS.CA 

RENTALS 



A place you can call home in Uptown Halifax 


Crown on Regency is just minutes away from downtown, but miles away from the 
hustle and hassle. Located in the brand new Mount Royale subdivision in Clayton Park, 
you'll find a more comfortable lifestyle for you and your family at Crown on Regency. 


Upscale amenities 
' Granite kitchen countertops 
' Laminate floor living areas 
' Heat and hot water included 


* Five appliances 

* Tile entry/utility areas 

* Barrier free suites available 

* Party room & Fitness Room 


* Underground parking & individual storage lockers 

Call Sandi to view 488-7368 www.halifaxapartments.ca 


WME^res 

GROUP 

Architects/Engineers/Project Managers 



461-HOME (4663) 

Renting apartments since 1972 


Windmill Road, Crystal Drive area & Highfield Park 

Fantastic Dartmouth locations close to where you work! 


Monthly leases available 
Bachelors from $525.00 
Bedrooms from $565.00 
2 Bedrooms from $635.00 


5% Discount 

to DND, Convergy s, 
Burnside and 
L Dartmouth Crossing 
Employees* 


f 


VISA 




Ask about our referral program! 

*Some Restrictions apply 



Luxury Living at 
Affordable Prices 

We offer studio, 1,2 & 3 Bedroom Suites, 
3 Bedroom Townhomes in Halifax & 
surrounding areas 


• 5 appliances 

• Heat & hot water included 
• Two full bathroomc 

• Secure buildings with video 
survei I lance & elevator service 

• Underground Parking 
• Wood & ceramic flooring 

• Spacious balconies 

A$k about our furnished suites! 


Open House Daily! 

880 VIEW (8439) 
www.880view.ca 



Newly renovated 
1,2, and 3 bedroom 
apartments available 
at affordable prices. 

Rent starting at $695 
and includes heat, 
hot water and parking. 
3 bedrooms have 
1.5 baths with 
w/d hook ups. 

880.4455 

halifaxapartments. ca 


Attention 

Families 


3BR Duplexes from $700 
4BR Duplexes from $800 

Located on Ruben Court 
in Dartmouth 

Special Offer - 2 appliances 
included at no extra charge 
with a yearly lease. 

452-1376 



Tip of the Day: Big jobs usually go to the men who prove their ability to outgrow small ones. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Report: Rams franchise Canadian Atogwe 

According to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the St. Louis Rams have placed the franchise tag on defensive back O.J. Atogwe, left. The Windsor, 
Ont., native was tabbed a “non-exclusive" franchise player and Atogwe has the ability to negotiate with other teams, metro news services 






Sports 



Francis likely out for season 

Canadian left-hander Jeff Francis will have exploratory surgery on 
his pitching shoulder next week and the Colorado Rockies pitcher 
k expects to miss the entire 2009 season. The North Delta, B.C., na¬ 
tive expects rehabilitation to take six months to a year. Francis 
\\ was 4-10 with a 5*01 ERA last season before being shut down 
\ with the shoulder trouble. metro news services 


EDITOR: JOHN.CHICK/ftMETRONEWS.CA 


Four players 
hurtin 
bus crash 

A bus carrying the Ameri¬ 
can Hockey League’s 
Albany River Rats crashed 
on slick roads in western 
Massachusetts early 
Thursday, injuring four 
players, including a pair 
of Canadians, and the 
team’s radio commenta¬ 
tor. 

The bus carrying the 
team back from a game in 
Lowell, Mass., struck a 
guardrail on Interstate 90. 
Police said the bus flipped 
onto its side before com¬ 
ing to rest. 

Jonathan Paiement, a 
defenceman from Montre¬ 
al, and Nicolas Blanchard, 
a forward from Granby, 
Que., were among those 
taken to hospital. De¬ 
fenceman Casey Borer 
and winger Joe Jensen, 
along with radio commen¬ 
tator John Hennessy, were 
also at Berkshire Medical 
Center in Pittsfield, coach 
Jeff Daniels said. None of 
the injuries was consid¬ 
ered life-threatening. 

Albany’s game Friday 
against Bridgeport was 
cancelled. 

Borer spent parts of the 
past two seasons with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. He 
skated in three games in 
December with Carolina 
before he was sent back 
down to Albany. He has 
one goal and two assists 
in 14 career NHL games 
with Carolina. Jensen had 
one goal in six games late 
last season with the Hurri¬ 
canes. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Panthers tag 
Julius Peppers 

nfl The Carolina Panthers 
placed their franchise tag 
on disgruntled defensive 
end Julius Peppers on 
Thursday. The second 
overall pick in the 2002 
NFL Draft has made four 
Pro Bowl appearances over 
his seven-year career with 
Carolina, though, in 
recent weeks, expressed 
his desire to play 
elsewhere next season. 

Peppers will be granted 
a one-year contract of the 
average of the top five 
salaries at the defensive 
end position last season or 
120 percent of his 2008 
salaiy, whichever is 
greater. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Happy return for Gonchar 



Cole Harbour's Sidney Crosby goes airborne between Montreal’s Roman Hamrlik and Mike 
Komisarek Thursday. Montreal lost for the 12 th time in 15 games, 5 - 4 . 


Sergei Gonchar scored his 
first goal of the season 
7:18 into the third period 
and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins held on to edge 
the Montreal Canadiens 
Thursday night in 
Pittsburgh. 

Gonchar was playing in 
only his third game this 
year after undergoing off¬ 
season shoulder surgery. It 
was Pittsburgh’s first win 
under interim head coach 
Dan Bylsma, who replaced 
the fired Michel Therrien 
on Feb. 15. 

Evgeni Malkin added a 
goal and an assist, while 
Petr Sylcora, Maxime Tal¬ 
bot and Miroslav Satan al¬ 
so lit the lamp for the Pen¬ 
guins, who rebounded af¬ 
ter falling to the New York 
Islanders 3-2 in a shootout 
on Monday. 

Pittsburgh has split its 
last four games, but has at 
least a point in three of the 
contests. 

Marc-Andre Fleury 
stopped 23-of-27 shots for 
the Penguins. 

Tomas Plelcanec led the 


Canadiens with a pair of 
goals and a helper, while 
Andrei Kostitsyn had a 
goal and two assists. Mon¬ 
treal has dropped seven of 
its last eight. New Hab 
Mathieu Schneider also 


had a marker for the visi¬ 
tors. 

Carey Price continued to 
struggle, turning away on¬ 
ly 23 of 28 shots for Mon¬ 
treal. The netminder is 2-8- 
1 in 13 games since return¬ 


ing from a lower-body in¬ 
jury. 

In the third period and 
the contest even at 2-2, 
Pittsburgh caught the 
Canadiens in the middle of 
line change in the first 


All the help 
they can get? 

* The Montreal Canadiens 
announced Thursday that 
banished forward Alexei Ko¬ 
valev will return to practice 
with the Habs today and 
may play Saturday against 
Ottawa. 

minute of play and 
Malkin’s low wrister on a 
pass from Cole Harbour’s 
Sidney Crosby put the 
hosts in front. 

Talbot’s seventh goal of 
the season off a goal¬ 
mouth scramble three 
minutes in put the Pens up 
by a pair, but Kostitsyn an¬ 
swered 13 seconds later to 
get Montreal back to with¬ 
in one. 

Plelcanec’s second of the 
contest briefly tied things 
6 / minutes into the third. 

However, Gonchar’s 
blast from the middle 
point got through a maze 
of players and found the 
back of the net 47 seconds 
later. metro news services 


Golf Tiger's back 



In this handout from the Woods family, left to right, Sam, Elin, Tiger, Charlie Woods and their 
dogs Yogi, left, and Taz pose for a family photo Thursday. Woods also announced on his website 
that he will return to golf at next week's World Golf Championship-Accenture Match Play Cham¬ 
pionship. Woods hasn't played since winning last July's U.S. Open. 


Raptors get bigger at 
NBA trade deadline 


The Toronto Raptors made 
a move at the NBA trade 
deadline yesterday, easing 
a glut at one position and 
satisfying a need at anoth¬ 
er. 

As part of a late-break¬ 
ing three-way transaction, 
the Raptors acquired sev¬ 
en-foot centre Patrick 
O’Bryant from the Boston 
Celtics while sending 
point guard Will Solomon 
to the Sacramento Kings. 

The Kings will send a fu¬ 
ture second-round draft 
pick and cash to Boston to 
complete the transaction. 

O’Bryant, the ninth pick 
in the 2006 draft, has been 
languishing on the Boston 
bench behind Kendrick 
Perkins and Glenn Davis 
and has played in just 26 
games this season. 

But the 22-year-old 
comes to a team starved 
for size behind Chris Bosh 
and Andrea Bargnani, and 
with Kris Humphries still 
out, O’Bryant should chal¬ 
lenge Jake Voslcuhl and lit¬ 
tle-used Nathan Jawai for 
playing time. 

Bosh, meanwhile, is ex¬ 


pected to return to the 
Raptors lineup Friday as 
Toronto starts a home- 
and-home series with the 
New York Kniclcs. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Deadline deals 

• Oklahoma City acquired 
Thabo Sefolosha from the 
Chicago Bulls for a draft pick. 

• The Houston Rockets ac¬ 
quired Kyle Lowry from the 
Memphis Grizzlies for a first- 
round pick. 

• The Orlando Magic got 
Rafer Alston from the Rockets 
for Brian Cook and a pick. 

• The Knicks acquired Larry 
Hughes from Chicago for Tim 
Thomas and Jerome James. 

• The Bulls acquired Brad 
Miller and John Salmons late 
Wednesday from Sacramen¬ 
to for Andres Nocioni, Drew 
Gooden, Cedric Simmons 
and Michael Ruffin. 

• The trade sending Tyson 
Chandler to the Thunder 
from New Orleans was re¬ 
scinded after doctors ex¬ 
pressed concern over a recur¬ 
ring toe injury. 
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X-Men assistant coach suspended 

Atlantic University Sport has suspended St. Francis Xavier basket¬ 
ball assistant coach Garry Gallimore for one year. METRO HALIFAX 


sports 
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Nancy McConnery and her Dartmouth rink will be opening the Scotties Tournament of Hearts 
Canadian women’s curling championship against Manitoba on Saturday night in Victoria. 



Ready to rock 

Dartmouth rink in Tournament of Hearts 


Nancy McConnery opens 
the Scotties Tournament 
of Hearts Canadian 
women’s curling champi¬ 
onship against Manitoba 
on Saturday night in Victo¬ 
ria. 

McConneiy’s Dartmouth 
rink, featuring third Jen¬ 
nifer Crouse, second 
Sheena Gilman and lead 
Jill Thomas, is coming off 
an upset victory over Mary 
Anne Arsenault of 
Mayflower in the provin¬ 
cial Scotties last month. 


It’s been a remarkable 
year for McConnery, who 
quickly recovered after 
surgery for a torn menis¬ 
cus in her knee in Decem¬ 
ber that forced her to take 
three weeks off. 

The 45-year-old is mak¬ 
ing her fourth trip to the 
Scotties. She represented 
New Brunswick in 1993 
and 1995 and carried the 
colours for Nova Scotia in 
2003. 

Defending champion 

Jennifer Jones, 


Saskatchewan’s Stefanie 
Lawton, Alberta’s Cheryl 
Bernard and Quebec’s 
Marie-France Larouche are 
the early favourites. 

McConnery’s opening 
match is at 11 p.m. against 
Barb Spencer. She faces 
Jones and Bernard on Sun- 
day. 

The round robin con¬ 
cludes next Thursday and 
the championship game is 
on Saturday at 9 p.m. on 
TSN. 

METRO HALIFAX 


★ THE ULTIMATE NAY-SAYER RETURNS TO HALIFAX! ★ 



The most-requested performer 
in Just For Laughs’ history! 

The most successful 
one-person show ever 
at the Just For Laughs Festival! 

Gemini Award-nominated 
for his performance 
at the Just For Laughs Festival! 


“The show I wouldn't miss 
would be John Pinette's.” 

- Michael Posner, The Globe & Mail 

“This man leaves his audiences 
convulsing every time.” 

-Bill Brownstein, Montreal Gazette 



Go to metronews.ca to enter 
for your chance to win tickets 
to the show! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian 
residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes 
March 9, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of 
entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit 
www. metronews.ca. 


Mooseheads snowed out 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


The Halifax Mooseheads’ 
big five-game homestand 
started on the wrong foot, 
as last night’s tilt with the 
Saint John Sea Dogs was 
postponed because of the 
winter storm. 

The game will now be 
played on Saturday, March 


14, shortening the Herd’s 
current home stand to four 
games. 

At the same time, it adds 
an extra three-games-in- 
three-days stretch to Hali¬ 
fax’s schedule on the final 
weekend of the season, as 
the Mooseheads also play 
the Sea Dogs on Friday, 
March 13, and the Bathurst 
Titan on Sunday, March 15. 

The last-place Moose¬ 


heads (16-35-3-3) are three 
points out of a playoff spot 
and will look to climb out 
of the basement on Satur¬ 
day at 7 p.m. against the 
Shawinigan Cataractes and 
Sunday at 4 p.m. against 
the Quebec Remparts. 

Tickets for last night’s 
game against the Sea Dogs 
are valid for admission for 
the rescheduled game on 
March 14. 


Tickets on sale NOW! 


★ REBECCA COHN AUDITORIUM * 
DALHOUSIE ARTS CENTRE 
Saturday, March 14,2009 - 7:00 & 9:30 PM 

Tickets available at the Dalhousie Arts Centre Box Office 
902-494-3820 or 1-800-874-1669 (Atlantic Canada only) 
www.artscentre.dal.ca 


SCOREBOARD 


QMJHL 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L OT P 


x-Moncton 

42 

10 

6 

90 

x-Cape Breton 40 

16 

2 

82 

Saint John 

28 

25 

4 

60 

Bathurst 

20 

26 

12 

52 

P.E.I. 

20 

28 

9 

49 

HALIFAX 

16 

35 

6 

38 

x-clinched playoff berth 




Saturday Game 

Shawinigan at Halifax, 7 p.m. 

Sunday Game 
Quebec at Halifax, 4 p.m. 


PBL 


ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 

W L PCT 

Manchester 10 3 -769 

Halifax 8 6 .571 


Vermont 7 6 

Montreal 3 6 

Quebec 3 8 

FRIDAY'S GAME 
Vermont at HALIFAX 


NHL 


THURSDAY GAMES 
Columbus 4 Toronto 3 (SO) 
Pittsburgh 5 Montreal 4 


.538 Vancouver 5 Ottawa 2 

.333 Carolina 6 N.Y. Islanders 2 

.273 Chicago 4 Florida 0 

New Jersey 3 Tampa Bay 2 (SO) 
Philadelphia 6 Buffalo 3 
■ St. Louis at Nashville N 

Calgary at Minnesota N 
Edmonton at Dallas N 
Atlanta at Phoenix N 
Los Angeles at San Jose N 
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Month before next Rainmen home game 

After Friday's game, the Halifax Rainmen won't be back at the Metro Centre for more than a month. The Rainmen play three road 
games in the next 30 days and don't play at home again until March 22, when they host the Manchester Millrats. metro Halifax 


Big game for Rainmen tonight 


“Vermont’s going to give us their best 
game and if we’re not prepared, they can 
put us on the other end of the scale.” 

Rainmen head coach Les Berry 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


When the Halifax 
Rainmen hit the floor at 
the Metro Centre Friday, 
the stakes will be high. 
How high? 

“Biggest game as a Rain- 
man,” said forward Eric 
Croolcshanlc, who has 
been around since Day 1. 
“By far.” 

The Rainmen are host¬ 
ing the Vermont Frost 
Heaves at 7 p.m. in a 
matchup that could ulti¬ 
mately make or break 
their bid to qualify for the 
Premier Basketball League 
playoffs. 

Although the season be¬ 
gan just seven weeks ago, 
the Rainmen (8-6) only 
have six games left on 
their schedule. Catching 
the Manchester Millrats 
(10-3) for the Atlantic Con¬ 
ference lead is unlikely, 
but a wild-card spot is still 
up for grabs, and the Frost 
Heaves (7-6) are fighting 
for it, too. 

“There’s not a lot of 
room for bad play,” said 
Rainmen head coach Les 


Berry. “We’ve got to step 
up our game. 

“Vermont’s going to 
give us their best game 
and if we’re not prepared, 
they can put us on the 
other end of the scale.” 

The Rainmen are look¬ 
ing for redemption after 
losing to the basement¬ 
dwelling Quebec Kebs on 
Sunday. They scored just 
78 points — the second 
lowest single-game total 
in the PBL this year — and 
their effort was under¬ 
whelming. 

“We were thinking 
more than we were play¬ 
ing,” Croolcshanlc said. 

Berry said they spent 
the week in practice 
working six-foot-nine 
newcomer A.J. Millien in¬ 
to the offence. Millien, 
who signed last Friday, 
leads the PBL in scoring 
and will help the Rain¬ 
men establish more of a 
presence down low. 


The Rainmen have gone 
4-for-30 from three-point 
range in the first halves of 
the past two games. Berry 
wants more balance in his 
offence, meaning Millien, 
Croolcshanlc, David Bailey 
and John Strickland will 
need to step up in the 
paint. 

“We can’t just run 
around on the perimeter 
taking a lot of jump shots, 
especially in the first half, 
especially when you’re 
not making them,” Berry 
said. 

“We’ve addressed it this 
week and, hopefully, it 
gives us a little spark.” 

Croolcshanlc said the 
Rainmen are driven to 
make the playoffs. 

“It would be big for this 
city,” he said. “The city 
wants a team to root for. 
The Mooseheads aren’t 
doing well and it would be 
big for us to win a cham¬ 
pionship this year.” 



John Strickland, right, shown in a game on Jan. 26 , is one of the post players the Rainmen will turn 
to in the paint in a pivotal matchup with Vermont Friday night. 
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Vermont 


Frost Heave 



Friday, Feb. 20 

Halifax Metro Centre, 7jbm 



n 


MUST WIN 
for playoff posi 

Buy 1 ticket 
Get the 2nd FREE 

Free ticket of equal or lesser value. 

Offer available at Ticket Atlantic 
Halifax Metro Centre location only 

For ticket information 
451-1221 

www.rainmenbasketball.ca 



Halifax Metro Centre, 7pm 



www.rainmenbasketball.ca 
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Oscar rac 


Will Angelina Jolie or Kate Winslet win a golden statue for their roles in Changeling or The Reader respectively? And will the 
Hollywood comeback be completed by the previously maligned Mickey Rourke? Perhaps Frank Langella will surprise a few with 
an Oscar for his performance in Frost/Nixon? Be sure to check out our pre-Academy Awards coverage for Metro's picks. 


Movies 



Alan Cross dishes on the best 
and worst Oscar songs. 



Read about some of Ben 
Mulroney's red carpet goofs. 



Duffy tops the BRIT Awards, 
takes home three trophies. 



BRUTAL 

VIOLENCE 


WWW.FRIDAYTHE13THMOVIE.COM 




FROM THE PRODUCERS OF THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE 


Check Theatre Directory or www.warnerbroscanada.com for Locations and Showtimes 






































metro 


metronews.ca/movies 


Weekend, February 20-22 ,2009 


18 movies&entertainment 


TV times 

The 81st Annual Academy Awards main show airs live 
Sunday on CTV at 930 p.m. metro news services 


Movies 


©©©©© A CLASSIC; ©©©© EXCELLENT; @©© GOOD; ©© FAIR; ® POOR 



(Clockwise from top left) Danny Boyle, director of multiple-nominee Slumdog Millionaire, shares a moment with the film's stars; Brad Pitt has a best actor nomination 
for The Curious Case of Benjamin Button; Israel's unique take on war, Waltz with Bashir, is a front-runner in the foreign film race; Man on Wire will be the film to beat 
in the documentary feature category; and Meryl Streep earned her 15 th Oscar nod for her portrayal of a hard-nosed nun in Doubt. 


The Oscar goes to... 

Metro film critics make their picks for top categories 


Will it be the year of the 
Slumdog or will Button 
sew it up when Hollywood 
rolls out the red carpet for 
its biggest night Sunday? 
Metro’s movie experts — 
Richard Crouse, Steve Gow 
and Chris Alexander — 
choose their favourites for 
what appears to be a tight 
race for Oscar glory: 

BEST PICTURE 

Crouse: All signs seem to be 
pointing to Slumdog Million¬ 
aire taking home the award. 
It’s the little movie that 
could; a film that almost 
went straight to DVD, that 
has gone on to prove the old 
Hollywood maxim that no¬ 
body can predict what is go¬ 
ing to become a hit. 

Gow: If Slumdog doesn’t 
lose its momentum, it’s a 
no-brainer to take top prize. 
However, you can’t dis¬ 
count Benjamin Button — 
Hollywood loves Pitt, David 
Fincher and these kinds of 
heart-tugging epics. 


Alexander: I think, outside 
of The Wrestler, my fa¬ 
vorite film of the year, I 
have to say that I enjoyed 
Frost/Nixon the most. So if 
a movie is to measured by 
how much an individual is 
entertained by it, I say ... 
give it to Frost/Nixon. 

BEST DIRECTOR 

Crouse: I’d be surprised if 
Danny Boyle doesn’t win. 
Most of the other directors 
are multiple nominees but 
this seems to be Slumdog’s 
year. 

Gow: It would be great to 
see Boyle take this. After 
all, not only did he make 
this gorgeous movie in the 
slums of India, but used an 
unknown cast as well. 
Alexander: Go, David Finch¬ 
er, go ... you’ve finally made 
a movie whose heart and 
soul matches your technical 
expertise. Keep it up. 

BEST ACTOR 

Crouse: Everybody loves a 


Metro staff 

Oscar picks 


__ 

We did a little Oscar 
voting of our own around 
the office. Here are the 
results: 

BEST PICTURE 
Slumdog Millionaire 
BEST DIRECTOR 
David Fincher 
BEST ACTOR 
Mickey Rourke 
BEST ACTRESS 
Kate Winslet 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 
Heath Ledger 
BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS 
Taraji P. Henson 

comeback, so Mickey 
Rourke’s raw performance 
in The Wrestler will likely 
take this category, al¬ 
though for my money the 
best performance of the 
year was Frank Langella as 
Nixon in Frost / Nixon. 


Gow: This is a tough cate¬ 
gory — Rourke, Langella 
and Sean Penn are all wor¬ 
thy opponents but as 
much as this has been the 
year of the comeback, I’m 
going with Sean Penn. 
Alexander: I have been a 
staunch supporter of Mick¬ 
ey Rourke since I first saw 
him take that elevator ride 
to Hell back in 1987’s Angel 
Heart, so it’s a personal vin¬ 
dication to see Hollywood 
fall at his freakish feet. 

BEST ACTRESS 
Crouse: Kate Winslet — or 
Kate Wins-a-lot as I like to 
call her — has pretty much 
ruled this category so far 
this year, but I think the 
award should go to Meiyl 
Streep in Doubt. 

Alexander: Give me An¬ 
gelina or give me death. I 
simply adored her in 
Changeling. 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 

Crouse: This is Heath 


The 81 st Annual 

Academy 

Awards 


Ledger’s year and not be¬ 
cause he died tragically, but 
because he deserves it. His 
take on The Joker in The 
Dark Knight was exciting, 
fun and the best thing in 
the movie. 

Gow: Um, you were consid¬ 
ering somebody else (other 
than Ledger)? 

BEST SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS 

Crouse: This should go to 
Viola Davis. With just five 
minutes of screen time in 
Doubt she created an un¬ 
forgettable character that 
elevated the entire pic¬ 
ture. 

Gow: As much as I would 
love to see Marisa Tomei 
win this category, I am fair¬ 
ly certain Penelope Cruz 
will win voters’ hearts. 



Chris 

Alexander 

Movie Buff 

Academy Awards Blog 
metronews.ca 


Chris Alexander is a regular contributor to 
Metro Canada and also writes for Fangoria 
and does movie reviews for A.M. 640 in 
Toronto. He will make regular blog updates 
during Sunday night’s Academy Awards 
broadcast. Visit metronews.ca 


Oscar loss may be blessing in disguise 


career Hollywood stars 
should be careful what 
they wish for when they 
hit the campaign circuit in 
hopes of snagging an Oscar. 

It’s a stretch to talk 
about an Oscar curse, but 
past winners such as 
Nicole Kidman, Renee Zell¬ 


weger, Halle Berry, Adrien 
Brody, Hilary Swank and 
Cuba Gooding, Jr. have not 
cleaned up at the box of¬ 
fice in years. 

Put it another way: If 
your name is not called out 
at the 81st annual Acade¬ 
my Awards Sunday, maybe 


you can breathe a sigh of 
relief. 

Kidman won an Oscar 
for 2002’s The Hours, but 
has never headlined a big 
hit. The actress starred in 
last year’s big Oscar hope¬ 
ful Australia, which failed 
to dig up any commercial 


or awards gold. 

Since winning her Oscar 
for a supporting role in 
2003’s Cold Mountain, 
Zellweger’s career went 
cold with such films as 
Cinderella Man and 
Leatherheads. 

REUTERS 


Your Oscar list 

Want to test your Oscar 
prediction skills? Check off 
your picks from the list of 
nominees and find out who 
wins Sunday: 

Best Picture 

□ The Curious Case of Ben¬ 
jamin Button 

□ Frost/Nixon 

□ Milk 

□ The Reader 

□ Slumdog Millionaire. 

Best Actor 

□ Richard Jenkins, The Visitor 

□ Frank Langella, 
Frost/Nixon 

□ Sean Penn, Milk 

□ Brad Pitt, The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button 

□ Mickey Rourke, The 
Wrestler. 

Best Actress 

□ Anne Hathaway, Rachel 
Getting Married 

□ Angelina Jolie, Changeling 

□ Melissa Leo, Frozen River 

□ Meryl Streep, Doubt 

□ Kate Winslet, The Reader 
Best Supporting Actor 

□ Josh Brolin, Milk 

□ Robert Downey Jr., Tropic 
Thunder 

□ Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Doubt 

□ Heath Ledger, The Dark 
Knight 

□ Michael Shannon, Revolu¬ 
tionary Road 

Best Supporting Actress 

□ Amy Adams, Doubt 

□ Penelope Cruz, Vicky 
Cristina Barcelona 

□ Viola Davis, Doubt 

□ Taraji P. Henson, The Curi¬ 
ous Case of Benjamin Button 

□ Marisa Tomei, The 
Wrestler. 

Best Director 

□ David Fincher, The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button 

□ Ron Howard, Frost/Nixon 

□ Gus Van Sant, Milk 

□ Stephen Daldry, The Reader 

□ Danny Boyle, Slumdog 
Millionaire 

Best Animated Feature 

□ Bolt 

□ Kung-Fu Panda 

□ WALL-E. 

Best Foreign Language Film 

□ The Baader Meinhof Com¬ 
plex (Germany) 

□ The Class (France) 

□ Departures (Japan) 

□ Revanche (Austria) 

□ Waltz with Bashir (Israel) 
Best Adapted Screenplay 

□ Eric Roth and Robin 
Swicord, The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 

□ John Patrick Shanley, Doubt; 
Peter Morgan, Frost/Nixon 

□ David Hare, The Reader 

□ Simon Beaufoy, Slumdog 
Millionaire 

Best Original Screenplay 

□ Courtney Hunt, Frozen River 

□ Mike Leigh, Happy-Go- 
Lucky 

□ Martin McDonagh, In 
Bruges 

□ Dustin Lance Black, Milk 

□ Andrew Stanton, Jim Rear¬ 
don and Pete Docter, WALL-E. 
• For a complete list of nomi¬ 
nees, visit metronews.ca 
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Fockers sequel making way 

Meet The Little Fockers is moving ahead at last, with Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson and Robert De Niro set 
to return to the fold and John Hamburg working on the script, empireonline.com 
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Don’t mess with speeches, readers say 



In Focus 


t seems eveiyone has a 
favorite Oscar speech. 
Last week I wrote a col¬ 
umn suggesting four 
ways to streamline the 
speeches and give the behe¬ 
moth Academy Awards 
broadcast some forward mo¬ 
mentum. The response from 
readers indicates the speech¬ 
es are one element of the 
show they would rather not 
see tampered with. Cut the 
musical numbers, shorten 
the opening monologue, kill 
the Price Waterhouse tribute 
— but don’t mess with the 
speeches. “The Academy 
Awards are about four 
things,” wrote Andrea from 
Toronto. “The shoes, the 
dresses, the jeweliy and the 
speeches.” 


It’s funny, I thought they 
were about the movies, but 
then again, the red carpet’s 
“glam cams” before the cer¬ 
emony get more eyeballs 
than the show itself, so I 
guess Andrea has a point. 

Some like emotional 
speeches. Gaiy in Halifax says 
his favorite Oscar moment 
came when Russell Crowe ac¬ 
cepted best actor for Gladia¬ 
tor. “If you grow up in the 
suburbs of anywhere,” the ac¬ 
tor said, wearing his grandfa¬ 
ther’s MBE on his lapel. “A 
dream like this seems kind of 
vaguely ludicrous and com¬ 
pletely unattainable, but this 
moment is directly connect¬ 
ed to those imaginings. And 
for anybody who’s on the 
downside of advantage, and 
relying purely on courage, it’s 
possible.” 

Others said they liked fun¬ 
ny speeches. Brian in Toron¬ 
to wondered which Oscar 
acceptance speeches made 
me laugh. I immediately 
thought of Geoffrey Rush, 
who accepted the best actor 
award for Shine with the 
words, “This is for all the 


Economy won't 
dim Oscar shine 


awards Economic woes 
have taken their toll on 
Wall Street and Main 
Street, but they won't dim 
the glamour on the red 
carpet at the Academy 
Awards. 

It will be business as usu¬ 
al on Feb 22, the biggest 
night of the U.S. film indus¬ 
try when it pays tribute to 
its finest actors, directors, 
producers and writers. 

Film stars in designer 
gowns and diamonds will 
stroll down the red carpet 
to the delight of screaming 
fans and millions of TV 
viewers before the awards 
gala at the Kodak Theatre. 

Jeweliy and shoe design¬ 
ers said they expect the 
look to be pure Hollywood 
but with less glitz this year 
than in the past. 

“A lot of the looks we are 
styling have to do with cre¬ 
ating big looks with less 
bling,” said Michelle Adjo- 
ran, of Tacori jewelers, 
which works with celebri¬ 
ties to create distinctive 
looks for the red carpet. 

“Instead of a huge state¬ 
ment necklace, which we 
did see at the Golden 
Globes, I think you are go¬ 
ing to see a lot more open 
necklines, dramatic ear¬ 
rings and accent pieces 
that offset something,” she 
added in an interview. 


The 8l st Annual 

Academy 

Awards 


Expect to see broaches 
worn as hairpieces, layered 
chains around the neck 
and stacked bracelets. 

“They (film stars) want 
something that is reflective 
of them and that hasn’t 
been seen before,” said Ad- 
joran, adding that the jew¬ 
els are primarily on loan to 
the stars for the night. Big, 
dangling, three-dimension¬ 
al diamond earrings are al¬ 
so expected to be popular. 

“Diamonds brighten your 
smile and they bring sparkle 
to your eyes whenever you 
are photographed, literally, 
because they refract the 
light. Diamond earrings will 
definitely be seen on the red 
carpet," said Adjoran. 

REUTERS 


Choo’s shoes 

• As it has done since 1999 , 
Jimmy Choo is offering an 
Oscar collection of cus¬ 
tomized shoes and hand¬ 
bags to nominees and pre¬ 
senters at a style suite it has 
set up in a Los Angeles ho¬ 
tel. 


people who were happy to 
bankroll the film as long as I 
wasn’t in it,” but settled on 
Paul Williams, the five-foot- 
two Best Song winner who 
said, “I was going to thank 
all the little people, but then 
I remembered I am the little 


people!” 

Most agreed with me 
that the “thank yous” are 
an important component 
of any acceptance speech, 
but suggested that less is 
always more. Jen927 said 
that winners should just 


follow the lead of Julia 
Roberts and simply thank 
“everybody I’ve ever met 
in my entire life.” 

The final word on Oscar 
acceptance speeches came 
from Claudio’s Blackberry 
who reminded me of host 


Danny Kaye’s 1952 joke, 
“The Academy asks that 
your speech be no longer 
than the movie itself.” 
Amen to that. 


Richard Crouse's Movie Show can be seen 
every Sunday at 6:30 p.m. on the E! Channel. 
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• STRIPCROSS LIMITED THE CANADIAN FILM AND VIDEO PROMMTAX CREDIT THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA Film Incentive BC Produced in association with THE MOVIE NETWORK CITYTV 
lupported byThe National Lottery througti SCOTTISH SCREEN Developed with ttie Assistance of ASTRAL MEDIA THE HAROLD GREENBERG FUND <THE BC FILM SLATE DEVELOPMENT FUND AND MOVIE CENTRAL A CORUS ENTERTAINI 
Copyright©2008 DESIY FILMS, ft/IHEMOB FILM COMPANY (STONE) UD 


Canada 


the mob 


CHARLIE C0 X l«TE MARA BILLY B QYD R0BERT CARLYLE 


CLOSING NIGHT FILM 


TORONTO INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 2008 


They didn t grab their destiny. They lifted it 


INFINITY 


www.alliancenlms.com 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS TODAY! 


EMPIRE THEATRES 

BAYERS LAKE * 

902-876-4800 


SHOWING DAILY AT: 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:35 

# DIGITAL SOUND 
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Also opening 

Also opening today is Tyler Perry's Madea Goes to Jail, the latest film in his Madea series. For 
screen times and a trailer, visit metronews.ca/movies. metro news services 
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©©©©© A CLASSIC; ©©©© EXCELLENT; ©©© GOOD; ©© FAIR; © POOR 


Fired Up but misguided 


Fired Up 

Director; Will Gluck 
Stars: Nicholas D'Agosto, Eric 
Christian Olsen _ 

Classification: PG_ 

Rating: ©©V2 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


There isn’t much new to 
get fired up about in Fired 
Up. Sure, it’s a teen come¬ 
dy with plenty of innuen¬ 
do, eye-catching cuties 
and huge over-the-top per¬ 
formances, but then, what 
else would you expect 
from a film that presumes 
a pick-up line like “do you 
like canopy beds” might 
actually work? 

Nicholas D’Agosto and Er¬ 
ic Christian Olsen star as 
two sex-obsessed high 
school football stars that 
spend summer vacation at 
cheer camp with the sole 
goal of scoring as many 
pom-pom princesses as pos¬ 
sible. Once there, they en¬ 
counter the typical melange 
of comic misfits: The resist¬ 


Nicholas D'Agosto, left, and Eric Christian Olsen star in the teen comedy Fired Up. 


ant head cheerleader; her 
rich, insolent boyfriend; the 
gay neat-frealc bunkmate; 
the sexy thirtysomething 
coach and a meek nerdy girl 
who tries to dampen out¬ 
landish statements like “I 
want to cut the blond one” 
by saying, “I’m just sayin.” 

The truth is, Fired Up is 
entertaining but it may not 
satisfy most moviegoers an¬ 
ticipating more visual 
raunch. The most surpris¬ 
ing aspect about this come- 


On the web 

• For a trailer and screen 
times for Fired Up, visit 
metronews.ca/movies 

dy are the film’s snappy, 
rapid-fire zingers and 
clever, acute references that 
nod to John Lennon and 
Spencer Tracey which may 
ultimately alienate the 
younger audience it will un¬ 
doubtedly attract. 


Written by Freedom 
Jones which, judging from 
the dialogue, may actually 
be a pseudonym for a syndi¬ 
cate of witty 40-something 
sitcom scribes, Fired Up 
isn’t disappointing inas¬ 
much as it’s misguided. Af¬ 
ter all, this is a sex comedy 
for teens; if the characters 
don’t get the references 
they themselves are utter¬ 
ing, how will its prospective 
audience? Hey, I’m just 
sayin’. 


Director's touch 
transforms Destiny 


Stone of Destiny 

Director: Charles Martin Smith 
Stars: Robert Carlyle, Charlie 
Cox, Billy Boyd _ 

Classification: PG _ 

Rating: ©©©V2 


IAN GORMELY 

for Metro Canada 


review Like Slumdog Mil¬ 
lionaire this past fall, 
Stone of Destiny takes a 
typical Hollywood narra¬ 
tive (the heist flick in this 
case) and transposes it to 
an exotic location (post- 
WWII Scotland). 

Based on the book writ¬ 
ten by the film’s protago¬ 
nist Ian Hamilton, Stone of 
Destiny follows a group of 
young Scottish nationalists 
in their quest to retake the 
titular rock; Scottish kings 
were crowned on the stone 
until it was stolen by the 
English in the 13th centu¬ 
ry. British monarchs have 


On the web 

• For a trailer and screen 
times for Stone of Destiny, 
visit metronews.ca/movies 

since used it for their own 
coronations, thereby mak¬ 
ing the English king, the 
king of Scotland as well. 

Ian (Charlie Cox) believes 
that reclaiming the stone 
will rally the Scottish people 
around his group’s cause. 
He enlists the help of friend 
Bill (Billy Boyd) and John 
MacCormiclc (Robert Car¬ 
lyle), a professor and head of 
the Scottish independence 
movement to hatch a plan 
for its retrieval. 

That the group recaptures 
the Stone and returns it to 
Scotland is both a historical 
and narrative inevitability. 
So the challenge for director 
Charles Martin Smith (The 
Snow Walker) is to suck 
viewers into the world he’s 
created, something he ac¬ 
complishes quite handily. 



A SHOPPING BAG FULL OF LAUGHS! 

Rosey Edeh, ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT CANADA 


For Theatres and Showtimes: Check local listings or visit shopaholicmovie.com 


“Isla Fisher is 
irresistible, in her most 
charming role yet.” 

Teri Hart, THE MOVIE NETWORK 


ISLA FISHER 

a JERRY BRUCKHEIMER produchon 

CONFESSIONS OF A 

SHOPAHOLIC 


5§ and JEM BRUCKHEIMER FILMS present a R J. HOGAN m “CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC ’ 5 
ISLA FISHER HUGHDANCY JOANGUSACK JOHNGOODMAN JOHNLHHGOI KRISHNSCOITIHOMAS LESLIE BIBB 
IOW pSffiMESTENSON CHADOMAN RONBOZMAN 

’AHOUC TAKES MANHATTAN by SOPH KINSEL 
andHM FIRTH and KAYLA ALPERT “EJ.HOGAN ms m 


“TiJEBBYBBUCKHMEB SCONFESSI 
“TRACE 


shop aholicmovie .com 


FROM THE BEST-SELLING NOVEL 


Cadillac worth the ride 



Beyonce plays singer Etta James in Cadillac Records. 


Cadillac Records 

Director: Darnell Martin 
Stars: Adrian Brody, Beyonce 

Classification: STC _ 

Rating: ©©©Vi 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


review Having already en¬ 
joyed a theatrical run in the 
U.S., Cadillac Records, di¬ 
rector Darnell Martin’s epic 
fictionalized investigation 
into the birth of blues and 
the legendary label that 
popularized it in the ’50s. 

It’s a somewhat frustrat¬ 
ing affair, albeit one armed 
with a treasure trove of 
riches that trump its short¬ 
comings tenfold. 

The film charts the evo¬ 
lution of Chess Records, a 
fledgling outfit run by 
Leonard Chess (a solid 
Adrian Brody), a white en¬ 
trepreneur and music en¬ 
thusiast who capitalized 
on so-called “race” artists 
that played deep, down 
dirty southern blues. 

His unofficial partner in 
the enterprise is growly up- 
and-comer Muddy Waters 
(Jeffrey Wright) who be¬ 
comes the label’s first meal 
ticket, but not their last. 
The Chess roster eventually 
signs such heavy hitters as 
the intimidating Howlin’ 
Wolf (Eamonn Walker), vo¬ 
calist Etta James (pop diva 


Beyonce, who also execu¬ 
tive produced) and the fa¬ 
ther of rock ’n’ roll himself, 
Chuck Berry (Mos Def). 

As fortunes increase, 
Leonard attempts to navi¬ 
gate his volatile stars while 
simultaneously breaking 
new ground for black 
artists to be embraced 
(and, in some cases, ripped 
off) by white America. 

This is rowdy, passionate 
and massively entertaining 
stuff partially undone by 
the fact that the scope of 
its story is just too mam¬ 
moth to cram into a two- 
hour time frame. In fact 
there are moments when 
Cadillac Records feels like 
a sprawling TV miniseries 
clumsily hacked down to 


feature length (Norman 
Reedus as Leonard’s broth¬ 
er Phil is barely identified). 

But when the film is 
good, baby it’s really, really 
good and occasionally, it 
even courts brilliance, of¬ 
fering an embarrassment 
of incredible performances 
— Wright and especially, 
believe it or not, Beyonce, 
are blistering and Oscar 
worthy — and some of the 
most fantastic vintage 
blues music ever assem¬ 
bled in any movie, ever. 

Flawed but utterly hyp¬ 
notic, Cadillac Records is 
ambitious and inarguably 
alive. Even if you don’t 
love the blues, you’ll be en¬ 
tertained but if you do, 
you’ll want to see it twice. 
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FOR OUR TIMES.” 


Stephen Hebello, PLAYBOY 


CLIVE OWEN N A El M I WATTS 


^1 n\A/ ni /\\r I Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing.ca 
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’A COMIC GEM." 

Paul Fischer, DARK HORIZONS 


STEVE MARTINi$ INSPECTORCLOUSEAU 
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HILARIOUS! 

Jeffrey Lyons, NBC/REEL TALK 

'The movie never ceases to hit joke after joke. 
There's a definite cleverness to it- 
I couldn't stop laughing!” 

AIN'T IT COOL NEWS 


El 




EXECUTIVE 




| Soundtrack Available Online | 

ThisIsNOTaCheerleadingMovie.com 


NOW PLAYING 


Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing.ca 
for Locations and Showtimes 


NOW PLAYING 


Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing.ca 
for Locations and Showtimes 


FIRST BLOCKBUSTER OF THE TEAR! 


7T T3 B T B d I Y Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing. 

01X1111 Ij J. MJL/rll for Locations and Showtimes 
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Screen Times 


This week's new releases are highlighted in pink. 


THIS PAGE COVERS MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRI., FEB. 20 TO THURS., FEB. 26. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 


HALIFAX 

"sssr^r 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating, 
No Passes Fri-Sun 12:50-3:50-7-930 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Mon- 
Tue 12:50-3:50-7-930 Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Wed 330-7-930 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Thu 
12:50-3:50-7-930 
Coraline 3D (PG) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 12353:25-6:30-8:55 
Defiance (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Thu 9:20 
Fired Up (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Thu 130-4:15-6:45- 
9:20 

Friday the 13th (18) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri-Sun 12:40-1:10-3:20-4:10-7:10- 
730-945-10:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Mon-Tue 1240-1:10- 
3:20-4:10-7:10-730-9:45-10:05 Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Wed 

1:10-130-4:10-4:20-7:10-730-9:45- 

10:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Thu 12:40-1:10-3:20-4:10-7:10- 
730-945-10:05 

Frost/Nixon (PG) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 935 
Gran Torino (14) Dolby Stereo 
Fri-Wed 12:40-3:40-6:40-935 Dolby 
Stereo Thu 12:40-3:40-935 
He's Just Not That Into You 
(PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 

Fri-Thu 12:50-3:40-6:40-935 
Hotel for Dogs (G) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:05-3:55- 


630 

The International (14) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1:10-4:15-7:15-9:50 
JCVD (14) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 
12:453:20-7:10-9:40 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop(PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Fri-Thu 12:55-4-6:45-9:05 
The Pink Panther 2 (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Fri-Thu 1:10-3:40-6:45-9:15 
Push (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 1:15-4:10-6:55 
Slumdog Millionaire (14) Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
12:453:50-6:50-930 
Stone of Destiny (PG) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1- 

3:50-6:50-935 

Taken (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 1:25-4-7-930 
The Wrestler (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:20-4:20- 
7:15-935 

I MAX 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

Under the Sea 3D (STC) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Sun 
1230-2:15-4-5:50-730-9:25 Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Mon 1230- 
2:15-4-9:25 Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Tue 1230-2:15-4-5:50-730- 
9:25 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Wed 1230-2:15-4-9:25 Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Thu 1230- 
2|i^W3a3^^ 

OXFORD THEATRE 

6408 Quinpool Rd., 902-423-7488 

Slumdog Millionaire (14) Fri 
6:45-930 Sat-Sun 2-6:45-930 Mon- 


Thu 6:45-930 

PARK LANE 

5657 Spring Garden Rd. 
902-423-4860 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating, 
No Passes Fri-Sun 1-3:40-7-930 Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Mon- 
Thu 3:40-7-930 

Doubt (PG) Stadium Seating Fri- 
Sat 12:50335-630-9 Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sun 12:50-630-9 Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Mon-Thu 335-630-9 
Fired Up (PG) Stadium Seating 
Fri-Sun 1:10-3:45-6:50-9:05 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 345-6:50-9:05 
Friday the 13th (18) No Passes, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Sun 1:20-3:50- 
7:10-940 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
3:50-7:10-940 

He's Just Not That Into You 

(PG) Stadium Seating Fri-Sun 1230- 
3:20-6:20-9:10 Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 3:20-6:20-9:10 
The International (14) Stadium 
Seating Fri 1240-330-640-9:20 
Stadium Seating Sat 640-9:20 Stadi¬ 
um Seating Sun 1240-330-640- 
9:20 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
330-640-9:20 

Metropolitan Opera: La 
Rondine Encore NCM Event 

(STC) Stadium Seating Sat 2 
Pulp Fiction (18) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sun 4 

The Reader (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Sun 12453:25- 
6:35-9:15 Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 3:25-6:35-9:15 
Taken (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Sun 130-4-7:20-945 


YOU COULD 


Friday the 13 th 
Prize packs 
1 Limited 
Edition 1:4 Scale 
model of 
Freddy Kreuger! 


WELCOME TO CRYSTAL LAKE 



FROM THE PRODUCERS OF THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSAG-RE -J 


JLVJ 


FEBRUARY 13 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, 

excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes February 20, 2009. Odds of winning depend on | | | vT L I 'S 

number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 

Do it daily. 


Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Mon- 
Thu 4-7:20-945 


LOWER SACKVILLE 

LOWER SACKVILLE 

760 Sackville Dr., 902-869-2022 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) Stadium Seating Fri 7-9:15 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Sat-Sun 1:10-340-7- 
9:15 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 7- 
9:15 

Friday the 13th (18) Stadium 
Seating Fri 7:20-940 Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Sun 1:203:50-7:20-940 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Mon-Thu 7:20-940 
He's Just Not That Into You 
(PG) Stadium Seating Fri 630-9:20 
Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 1230- 
3:20-630-9:20 Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 630-9:20 
Hotel for Dogs (G) Stadium 
Seating Sat-Sun 12453:10 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri 7:15-940 Stadium 
Seating Sat-Sun 1-330-7:15-940 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 7:15-940 
Slumdog Millionaire (14) Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri 6:50-930 Stadium 
Seating Sat-Sun 12403:15-6:50- 
930 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
6:50-930 

Taken (14) Stadium Seating Fri 
7:10-9:25 Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 
12:50-3-7:10-9:25 Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 7:10-9:25 
The Wrestler (14) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 640-9:10 


DARTMOUTH 

DARTMOUTH 

650 Portland St., 902-4344200 

Cadillac Records (14) Dolby 
Stereo Fri-Thu 8:50 
Hotel for Dogs (G) Dolby Stereo 
Fri 645 Dolby Stereo Sat-Sun 230- 
645 Dolby Stereo Mon-Thu 645 
New in Town (PG) Dolby Stereo 
Fri 6:50-8:55 Dolby Stereo Sat-Sun 
240-6:50-8:55 Dolby Stereo Mon- 
Thu 6:50-8:55 

The Pink Panther 2 (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri 6:55-9:15 Dolby 
Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 2:50-6:55- 
9:15 Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 
6:55-9:15 

Push (14) Dolby Stereo Fri 6:35- 
9:05 Dolby Stereo Sat-Sun 2:10- 
6:35-9:05 Dolby Stereo Mon-Thu 
635-9:05 

The Reader (14) Dolby Stereo Fri 
630-9 Dolby Stereo Sat-Sun 2-630- 
9 Dolby Stereo Mon-Thu 630-9 
The Wrestler (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 640- 
9:10 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Sat-Sun 2:20-640-9:10 Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 640-9:10 

DARTMOUTH CROSSING 


145 Shubie Dr., 902481-3251 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Fri-Sun 1:15-4- 
7:05-945 Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Mon-Thu 1:15-4-7:05- 
945 

Coraline (PG) Stadium Seating, 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 1245- 
3:55-635 

Fired Up (PG) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:15- 
240-5-7:20-9:50 
Friday the 13th (18) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating, No 
Passes Fri-Thu 12:55330-6:45-9:20 
Gran Torino (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 4-7-945 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Sun 7-945 Dolby Stereo Dig¬ 
ital, Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 4-7- 
945 

He's Just Not That Into You 

(PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 12:50340-635- 
935 

Hotel for Dogs (G) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 12:50 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Sun 1145-2:10440 Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 12:50 

The International (14) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 
1:053:50-630-9:25 Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Sat 630- 
9:25 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Sun-Tue 1:053:50-630-9:25 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Wed 630-9:25 Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Thu 1:05- 
3:50-6:30-9:25 

Metropolitan Opera: La 
Rondine Encore (STC) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat 
2 

My Bloody Valentine 3D (18) 
Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal Fri-Thu 9:15 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1230-2:50-5:15-730-9:55 
The Pink Panther 2 (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Thu 12-2:15435-7:25-940 
Slumdog Millionaire (14) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1345-640-9:25 
Taken (14) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:20-235- 
4:50-7:10-940 

Tyler Perry's Madea Goes to 
Jail (STC) Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Wed 1:20-3:55-7- 
935 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Thu 1:20-3:55-935 


TRURO 

TRURO 

20 Treaty Trail, 902-895-8020 


Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri 7-9:15 Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 2:15-7- 
9:15 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 7-9:15 
Friday the 13th (18) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 
6:50-8:50 Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Sat-Sun 230-6:50- 
8:50 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 640-8:50 
He's Just Not That Into You 
(PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri 630-9:10 Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 
2:05-630-9:10 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 630-9:10 
Milk (14) Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Thu 9 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop(PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri 7:20-9:25 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 2:25-7:20- 
9:25 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 7-8:50 
The Pink Panther 2 (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 7 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Sun 2:10-7 Dolby Stereo Dig¬ 
ital, Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 7 
Slumdog Millionaire (14) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri 640-9:15 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 2-640- 
9:15 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 640-9:10 
Taken (14) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Fri 7:10-9:20 Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat- 
Sun 2:20-7:10-9:20 Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
635-9:20 


BRIDGEWATER 

^^TrIdgewati^^™ 

349 Lahave St., 902-527-4020 

Confessions of a Shopaholic 

(PG) No Passes Fri 7-930 No Passes 
Sat 230-7-930 Sun 230-630-9 
Mon-Thu 630-9 

Friday the 13th (18) No Passes 
Fri 7:10-940 No Passes Sat 240- 
7:10-940 Sun 240-640-9:10 Mon- 
Thu 640-9:10 

He's Just Not That Into You 

(PG) Fri 630-9:25 Sat 2:05-630-9:25 
Sun 2:05-6-8:55 Mon-Thu 6-8:55 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop(PG) Fri 

6:55-9:10 Sat 2:25-6:55-9:10 Sun 
2:25-6:25-840 Mon-Thu 6:25-840 

The Pink Panther 2 (PG) Fri 
6:45-9 Sat 2:15-645-9 Sun 2:15- 
6:15-830 Mon-Thu 6:15-830 
Slumdog Millionaire (14) Fri 
640-935 Sat 2-640-935 Sun 2- 
6:10-9:05 Mon-Thu 6:10-9:05 
Taken (14) Fri 635-8:55 Sat 235- 
635-8:55 Sun 235-6:05-8:25 Mon- 
Thu 6:05-8:25 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city’s coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month’s category: 

Metro’s Koolest Coffee Shop! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $ 100 ! 


metr 


Do it daily. 
We PLayA^Y^UitAg. 
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Music 


Goddess of winter 

Emm Gryner's latest disc draws on seasonal themes 



Goddess is the latest album from singer-songwriter Emm Gryner. 



for Metro Canada 


Once upon a time, Emm 
Gryner didn’t have to deal 
with winter. 

The Sarnia, Ont.,-born 
singer/songwriter’s 13-year 
career has seen her take up 
residence in locales like 
New York and sunny Los 
Angeles where the bitter 
ice and snow don’t quite 
fall like in her native On¬ 
tario. 

But given the choice, 
Gryner would sooner re¬ 
main stationed in the small 
town outside Stratford, 
Ont., she now calls home 
instead of such over-hyped 
havens of musical bustle. 

“I like being able to have 
this small town as a base,” 
she says. “I’d be hesitant to 
leave that or be on the road 
all the time or trade it for 
something a little bit big¬ 
ger.” 

Trading it would necessi¬ 
tate swapping those season¬ 
al aspects she’s become so 
accustomed to. “It really de¬ 
fines us as Canadians,” she 
says, “The fact that we 
spend six months of our 
lives in this kind of a cli¬ 
mate.” And on her eleventh 
studio album Goddess, it’s 
that motif of winter that 
seems to underlie the often- 


bombastic blizzard of 
sounds on the record. 

While Giyner didn’t real¬ 
ly intend Goddess to be a 
“winter” album, she ac¬ 
knowledges the theme’s ap¬ 
parent recurrence and says 
many of the songs were 
written amid the wind and 
snow marking the last few 
months. The record does, at 
least, reflect winter’s bleak, 
dejected reputation. “I just 
kind of felt like doing some¬ 


thing a little more minor, 
with a few more minor 
keys, and a bit meatier,” she 
says. Further, many of God¬ 
dess’ songs are veiy person¬ 
al, says Giyner, and the al¬ 
bum divulges some of the 
sadder experiences she en¬ 
countered when coming to 
grips with her life. “It’s a re¬ 
ally chilling risk to take to 
step out into the cold and 
kind of reveal yourself.” 

It’s also risky to attempt 


“It’s a really chilling 
risk to take to step 
out into the cold 
and kind of reveal 
yourself.” 

Emm Gryner 

creating any record com¬ 
pletely by yourself. But be¬ 
cause of the album’s intro¬ 
spective nature, Giyner opt¬ 
ed to self-produce all com¬ 
ponents of Goddess. 

“I always enjoy records 
that the artist has produced 
because you know exactly 
that that’s the way they 
wanted to communicate 
the songs,” she says. “Be¬ 
cause I recorded it and I 
produced it, it retains a lit¬ 
tle bit of that intimate ‘I did 
this at my house’ kind of 
vibe.” 

But Giyner doesn’t plan 
to abandon the studio. Lat¬ 
er this year, she will im¬ 
pressively release a second 
album of new material, this 
one recorded in Los Ange¬ 
les, a “sunny, happy major 
key album” that is, per 
Gryner, “completely the op¬ 
posite of Goddess.” 

“I keep writing so much. 
For myself, I need to put 
things out or else I don’t re¬ 
ally move forward as a cre¬ 
ative person.” 


Oscar cuts short best original songs 


SoundCh 



alan@ongoinghistory.com 



wards show sea¬ 
son reaches its 
peak Sunday 
night with the 
81st Academy 
Awards ceremony where 
Oscars aplenty will be 
handed out by and to some 
of the most self-important 
pieces of puffery on the 
planet. The Oscars lost me 
years ago when host 
Whoopi Goldberg smugly 
told the audience, “Don’t 
we do good work?” 

Naturally, the telecast is 
scheduled to run three-and- 
a-half hours (Optimistic? Or 
delusional?), but will most 
likely stretch much longer, 
which means diehards on 
eastern time won’t get to 
bed until it’s way too late. 

This, despite the produc¬ 



ers’ annual vow to shorten 
things up. Winners are giv¬ 
en the hook after 45 sec¬ 
onds. The gawdawful inter¬ 
pretive dance numbers 
that no one liked were cut. 
The second hour is no 
longer about categories 
that only industiy wonlcs 
care about. And they’ve cut 
the time given to the per¬ 
formances by nominees 
for best original 
song. 

Normally, £ J 

this wouldn’t 
be just a bad 
thing — but 
not this 


back to that in a second. 

Best original song is one of 
the oldest awards, dating 
back to 1934 when The Con¬ 
tinental scooped a trophy for 
its appearance in The Gay 
Divorcee. From that mo¬ 
ment, the Academy has had 
a (mostly) tin ear for picking 
good songs. There’s been a 
bias towards Disney ditties 
and syrupy love songs — 
think My Heart Will Go On 
from Titanic (1997). Occa¬ 
sionally they got it right. 
Think Eminem and Lose 
Yourself in 2002, and Bruce 
Springsteen for Streets of 
Philadelphia in 1993. 

The rest of the list con¬ 
sists of song that are, in 
my opinion, twee, light¬ 
weight, dated and other¬ 
wise ignominious. (Last 
Dance from Thank God 
It’s Friday, anyone? 
Look it up!) 

This year, there are 
just three best original 
song nominees. But in 


Eminem won the Oscar for Lose 
Yourself in 2002. GETTY images 


The 81 st Annual 

Academy 

Awards 


the interests of saving 
time, they’re going to be 
condensed into a medley 
with each getting just 65 
seconds. Peter Gabriel, the 
co-writer of Down to Earth 
from Wall-E will have 
none of this, so he’s refus¬ 
ing to perform. Mean¬ 
while, the other two songs 
are from Slumdog Million¬ 
aire, one of which is co¬ 
written by rapper M.I.A. 
She probably won’t be 
there, either, because she 
became a mother last 
week, just a couple of days 
after performing at the 
Grammys. Apparently, or¬ 
ganizers are so desperate 
for her to perform that 
they’ve offered her a bed 
so she can sing lying down. 
Even I’d stay up for that. 


The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more 
at ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 
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24 movies&entertainment 


McPhee’s singer role 

American Idol runner-up-turned-actress Katharine McPhee is set to play a singer. McPhee, who costarred in The 
House Bunny, has been tapped for a visit to CSI: NY, according to The Hollywood Reporter, tvguide.com 


Television 



Covering the red carpet 

Mulroney talks Oscar jitters and his most embarrassing interview 


ROBYN YOUNG 

for Metro Canada 


etalk hosts Ben Mulroney, left, and Tanya Kim will cover the 81 st 
Annual Academy Awards this Sunday. 


What’s one of the stupid¬ 
est things Ben Mulroney 
has ever done on the red 
carpet? 

It was at last year’s Oscars 
with Julian Schnabel, direc¬ 
tor of The Diving Bell and 
the Butterfly. 


“I don’t know how I for¬ 
got or why I forgot, but I for¬ 
got to say hello and ask the 
name of his wife,” said the 
affable television host. 

American artist and direc¬ 
tor Schnabel would not en¬ 
tertain any of Mulroney’s 
questions until he recog¬ 
nized his mistake. 

“It felt like forever, it 
might have been 20 sec- 
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onds, but it felt like a very 
long time while he just 
stood there and stared at 
me,” he said with a sheepish 
chuckle, recalling the awk¬ 
ward moment. 

The Academy Awards’ red 
carpet event, the biggest 
and most widely televised 
of all, is chock full of op¬ 
portunities for even the 
coolest cats in front of the 
camera to make mistakes. 

But that’s one of the 
things Mulroney, who will 
again be CTV’s frontman at 
the 81st annual event Sun¬ 
day, says he likes best about 
going live. 

“I think you should show 
off that carpet in all of its 
crazy glory,” he said. 

After six years as 
Canada’s red carpet guy, 
Mulroney said he still gets 
nervous, but tries not to let 
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his nerves get in the way of 
the excitement. 

“I approach the red car¬ 
pet as a fan more than any¬ 
thing,” he said. “I’m not a 
film expert but I am a lover 
of the movies.” 

Once the actors start 
rolling in, Mulroney said, 
nerves give way to adrena¬ 
line and it’s a bit of a whirl¬ 
wind. He often doesn’t 
remember who he’s talked 
to until after the event be¬ 
cause he’s so focused on try¬ 
ing to ask the right 
questions including, of 
course, “Who are you wear¬ 
ing?” 

Add in the behind-the- 
scenes chaos with publicists 
yanking the actors from 
one interview to the next 
and producers shouting 
commands in his ear and it 
becomes a bit of a circus. 

There are a lot of snap de¬ 
cisions to be made and ba¬ 
sically you just have to hope 
for the best, he said. 

“Sometimes it doesn’t 
come off as pretty, but I 
think that the people at 
home appreciate the live, 
anything-goes nature of 
that red carpet,” he said. 

A few of the big names 
he’s hoping to catch this 
year include Kate Winslet, 
nominated for best actress 
in a leading role for her part 
in The Reader; Meryl 
Streep, also nominated for 
best actress for Doubt; and 
Gus Van Sant, director of 
Milk, which is up for eight 
Oscars including best pic¬ 
ture. 

Mulroney will be joined 
by etalk colleagues Tanya 
Kim and Elaine (Lainey) Lui 
who will commentate on 
the red carpet happenings 
from a balcony in front of 
Hollywood’s Kodak Theatre. 


Oscar watch 

• Coverage of the red car¬ 
pet will begin Feb. 22 at 7 
p.m. on CTV. The 81st Annu¬ 
al Academy Awards begins 
at 8:30 p.m. 


In brief 


TV In advance of the 81st an¬ 
nual Academy Awards on Sun¬ 
day, check out: 

• CTV's coverage begins in the 
afternoon with a new episode 
of In Fashion devoted to 
trends you may see on this 
year's red carpet. 
•Entertainment Tonight on 
Global will present its red car¬ 
pet special at 6 p.m. EST 
(Note: Portions of CTV’s cover¬ 
age will also air on Star and 
FashionTelevision). metro 
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Why settle for a good deal 
when you can make a 
great investment. 



with Toyota and our industry 
leading resale value. 
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Going Out 


Metro's 7 th Heaven: Metro taps what's hot 


Oscar time 

TV Time to get the Os¬ 
car pool going and 
stock up on popcorn — 
Hollywood's biggest night is up¬ 
on us. Other than the usual red 
carpet fanfare and onstage the¬ 
atrics, the Academy's promising 
several surprises during this 
year's show (does that mean 
Slumdog will not win best 
picture?). Airs Sunday night on 
CTV. 


Duffy 

artist It takes a 
British R&B sensation 
to send global 
darlings Coldplay home empty- 
handed from an awards night. 
The 24-year-old Welsh singer 
topped the Brits — the island's 
Grammys — Wednesday, win¬ 
ning three awards including 
the coveted best new album 
for her 2008 release Rockferry. 
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Religulous 

DVD American funny 
man and rabble rouser 
Bill Maher collides 
head-on with all things God in 
this devilishly entertaining doc¬ 
umentary. From the deep Amer¬ 
ican South to Jerusalem, 

Maher's travels and encounters 
will make sure you have some¬ 
thing talk about around the of¬ 
fice water cooler for days. 


The Legend of 
Sigurd and 
Gudrun 

BOOK More fodder 
for J.R.R. Tolkien fans. 
Publishers Houghton Miffin 
Harcourt announced this 
week that this thorough 
reworking of old Norse epics 
by The Hobbit author will be 
out this spring. 
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'08 TUNDRA Starting from *23,825** 

4X2 REGULAR CAB 


5 The ’80s look 

FASHION Shoulder 
pads are back. So are 
the Robert Palmer-style 
second skin dresses, dark lipstick 
and, yes, acid-wash jeans. Rea- 
gan-era chic was big with 
designers Marc Jacobs, Donna 
Karan, Alexander Wang, Diane 
von Furstenberg and others as 
they unveiled their new collec¬ 
tions at New York Fashion Week. 


6 The 

International 

FILM Forget Osama 
bin Laden. If this taut 
thriller (starring Clive Owen 
and Naomi Watts) is to be be¬ 
lieved, the root of all evil is ... 
bankers. If that's not timely, 
then what is? 



7 Years of Refusal: 
Morrissey 

ALBUM The Moz is an- 
gry and that's a good 
thing. In Years of Refusal, the 
king of mope rock rages and 
rants against the backdrop of a 
tightly-honed garage band, 
giving us probably his most vi¬ 
tal album since Vauxhall and I. 


90 days no payments, 

60 days no interest on all purchases; 



CASH EQUIVALENT AMOUNTS APPLIED TO PAYMENTS ¥ 


Visit your Atlantic Toyota Dealer. 




® TOYOTA 

make things better 


atlantictoyota.ca 


***Make No Payments for 90 Days when you purchase finance a new unregistered 2008 or 2009 Toyota vehicle through Toyota Financial Services. Offer applies on approved credit to retail customers who purchase 
and take delivery by March 2,2009. The first monthly payment will be deferred for 60 days (until the 90th day of the contract) and finance contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue 
during the first 60 days of the contract. After 60 days, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract. 442008 Highlander MSRP of $34,900 based on model 
ES41AA-A/2008 Tundra 4x2 MSRP of $23,825 based on model LT512A-A/2009 Tacoma 4x2 MSRP of $25,025 based on base model TX22NM-A. Leasing/financing plans from Toyota Financial Services. 
*Highlander/Tundra 4x2 Regular Cab/Tacoma 4x2 Access Cab lease based on a 48/48/48-month walk away lease and lease rate of 2.9%/2.9%/4.9% (Models ES41AA-A/LT521A-A/TX22NP-B). First payment is due 
on delivery. Total lease obligation for Highlander/Tundra 4x2 Regular Cab/Tacoma 4x2 Access Cab of $26,987 with $3,035 down includes manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes/$14,736 with $0 down includes 
manufacturer contribution of $4,000 plus taxes/$16,462 with $2,110 down or with $0 down $27,168 includes manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes/$14,736 includes manufacturer contribution of $4,000 
plus taxes/$16,704. Purchase option price of $11,517/$8,338.75/$10,090.10 based on 96,000/96,000/96,000 kms. Lease includes a maximum of $1,440/$1,440/$1,440 for freight & P.D.E. YLease payments are not 
valid with Gas Gift Card. 40r choose 0.9%/1.9%/4.9% financing available up to 36/60/48 months. Finance example for Highlander/Tundra 4x2 Regular Cab/Tacoma 4x2 Access Cab: $30,000/$20,000/$20,000 
based on 0.9%/1,9%/4.9% per annum, equals $844.95/$349.68/$459.68 per month for 36/60/48 months. Cost of borrowing is $418.20/$980.80/$2,064.64 for a total obligation of $30,418.20/$20,980.80/ 
$22,064.64. **Gas Gift Card applicable on select 2008 and 2009 models for limited time only. $5,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 4Runner/$4,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 Tundra/$3,000 
gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 Sienna and 2008 Solara/$1,500 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2009 Camry (V6 only)/$1,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 Sequoia/$500 gas gift card 
or cash equivalent on 2008 RAV4,2008 Highlander, 2009 Corolla, 2009 Matrix, 2009 Camry (excluding V6 and Hybrid) and 2009 RAV4/$250 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2009 Yaris Hatchback and 2009 Yaris. 
All vehicle leases exclude license, registration, insurance and applicable taxes. tHighlander/Tundra 4x2 Regular Cab/Tacoma 4x2 Access Cab fuel economy based on automatic transmission. Individual dealer may 
sell/lease for less. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Quantities of certain vehicles are limited and dealer trade may be required. Dealer trade availability may also be limited and will vary by model. Offers valid 
until March 2,2009. See your participating Toyota dealer for details. 





Mix of Six 


National Ballet 

When: Saturday, 2009 
Where: Halifax Marriott 
Harbourfront 

This is your chance to see 
National Ballet principals 
Chan Hon Goh and Alelc- 
sandar Antonijevic 
perform the pas de deux 
from Romeo and Juliet. 

Modern Orpheus 

When: Through March 8 
Where: Neptune Theatre's 
Studio Theatre 
Poor Boy, Zuppa Circus’ 
modern interpretation of 
the classic Orpheus. Tix: 
$15 to $35. 


Doodlebops 

When: Saturday, 1 and 4 p.m. 
Where: Rebecca Cohn 
Probably not for KISS fans, 
but definitely fun for the 
under-six set: The Doodle¬ 
bops bring their Together 
Forever tour to Halifax. 


Food and wine 

When: Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: Halifax Marriott 
Harbourfront 

Wine cooking tips at the 
Savour Food & Wine show, 
which wraps up the 
month-long foodie 
festival. Tix: $79. 

Icewine festival 

When: Until Sunday 
Where: Five Fishermen 
Restaurant 

It’s the last weekend of 
the Nova Scotia Icewine 
Festival so come by and 
try some frosty vino. 

Lots of soup for you 

When: Sunday through Feb. 
28 

Where: Various restaurants 
Six Halifax restaurants 
will compete to sell the 
most “hot bowl” entrees 
in support of Alzheimer’s 
research. 
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Ford and Flockhart to wed? 

Harrison Ford and Calista Flockhart could finally be walking down the aisle — or they may have secretly done so already. 
The New York Post cites sources that say the two filed the paperwork for a marriage license, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Liposuction led to medical 
mishap for Usher’s wife? 



health Usher reportedly 
had no idea his wife was 
planning to undergo plas¬ 
tic surgery in Brazil, ac¬ 
cording to female- 
fir st. co.uk. 

The website is alleging 
the singer only discov¬ 
ered Tamelca Ray¬ 
mond was having li¬ 
posuction earlier 
this month when he 
received a phone 
call to say his wife 
was in an induced 
coma, according to 
In Touch Weekly 
magazine. 

Usher rushed 
to the Sao 
Rafael Hospi¬ 
tal in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, after 


learning Tamelca had suf¬ 
fered cardiac and respira- 
toiy arrest when she was 
being anesthetized, it re¬ 
ports. 

Tamelca was revived 
with a heart massage 


from the cardiac arrest in 
less than a minute and 
placed in an induced coma 
before being moved to the 
intensive care unit. She 
was later transferred to 
Sirio-Libanes Hospital — 
one of the best in Brazil. 

After spending 11 days 
recovering from the inci¬ 
dent, Tamelca was finally 
released from hospital on 
Monday. A spokeswoman 
for the hospital refused to 
elaborate on her health, 
saying: “We do not 
have any more 
information 
about her 
condition.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Busy Jolie-Pitt 
schedule 

family Before heading 
back to L.A. for the Oscars 


Ellen and Portia 
preparing for kid? 



this Sunday, Brad Pitt took 
his boys for a little luclc- 
generating fun in Las 
Vegas. Pitt was spotted at 
the Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino with sons Maddox 
and Pax, according to Peo¬ 
ple magazine. 

Meanwhile, Angelina 
Jolie kept daughters 
Zahara and Shiloh 
entertained in New York 
while she prepared for her 
next movie, Salt, which 
will film there. 

The family will reunite 
in California for the 
Oscars, where both Pitt 
and Jolie are nominated 
for top awards. 

METRO NEWS 


SERVICES 


people Ellen DeGeneres 
and partner Portia de Rossi 
will undergo fertility treat¬ 
ment to start their own 
family, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports a U.S. tabloid as al- 
leging. 

DeGeneres recently re¬ 
vealed they were looking 
to step away from the spot¬ 
light and live the quiet 
life on a farm, once 
her U.S. talk show 
contract ends in 
2010, the website 
adds. 

Star magazine 
claims the cou¬ 
ple is plan¬ 
ning to 


soon begin in vitro fertil¬ 
ization (IVF) treatment. 

A source tells the publi¬ 
cation, “(de Rossi) is pre¬ 
pared to go through it (IVF) 
10 times if she has to. 
Whatever it takes to get 
pregnant, she’ll do it. She’s 
been changing her eating 
habits. Her goal is to gain a 
few pounds before they 
start the IVF process. 

METRO NEWS 


SERVICES 



Dolly cut from Montana movie 


career Dolly Parton got cut 
from Miley Cyrus’s movie 
upcoming Hannah Mon¬ 
tana movie, us- 
magazine.com is report¬ 
ing. “I’m not in the movie,” 
Parton told the Associated 
Press. “I wish I had been.” 

Parton, 63, said produc¬ 
ers asked her if she would 
reprise her recurring TV 
role as Aunt Dolly on the 
big screen. 

“I said I would love to,” 
she said. “I assumed that 
they were gonna be writ¬ 


ing me a part.” 

But her charac¬ 
ter wasn’t in the 
movie’s final 
script, she says. 

Parton is disap¬ 
pointed, but says 
kids always come 
up to her and say, 
“Hi, Aunt Dol- 
ly!” 

The coun- 
try singer says 
her decision 
to appear on 
the Disney \ 


«how was “probably 
the best move” 
she ever made 
because it intro¬ 
duced her to a 
new genera¬ 
tion. 

The Han¬ 
nah Mon¬ 
tana movie 
hits the¬ 
aters April 
10 . 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Solange’s in-flight pill scare 


people Beyonce’s younger 
sister, Solange Knowles, 
was admitted to a hospital 
after suffering from an ad¬ 
verse reaction to Vicks 
NyQuil pills onboard a 
flight from New York on 
Tuesday, 

intouchweekly.com re¬ 
ports. 

The incident unfolded in 
front of fans’ eyes as she 
posted throughout the trip 
on her twitter.com page. “I 
think maybe I’m getting 
high off it because I’m not 
sleeping,” said Solange. “I 
didn’t know Nyquil could 
do this to you.” After an 



unsuccessful attempt to 
sleep, she added, “think 
I’m certified loos 
ing it.” 

Soon, the R&B 
singer did get to 
close her eyes, 
but not in the 
way she expect¬ 
ed: She 

passed out in 
baggage 
claim, the 
website re¬ 
ports. 

“How’d I 
end up in 
the hospi¬ 
tal? 


Guess I passed out!” 
Solange was then 
hooked up to an IV 
due to dehydration 
and low blood 
pressure. “I’m 
like still in 
shock. I’ve nev¬ 
er passed out 
before.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 






Rihanna’s sales up, 
Brown’s way down 


relationship Nicollette 
Sheridan is “always look¬ 
ing for a man,” female- 
first.co.uk reports. 
Although the Des¬ 
perate Housewives 
actress — who split 
from fiance Michael 
Bolton last year — 
wants to find love 
she is only inter¬ 
ested in men 
who will treat 
her well. 

She said: “I’m 
always looking for 
a man. But please 
only princes 


should talk to me.” 

Sheridan insists she is 
nothing like her character 
Edie Britt in the hit 
show, and doesn’t want 
potential love interests 
to confuse her with 
the man-eater. 

She added to Peo¬ 
ple magazine: 
“I’m totally dif¬ 
ferent from 
her, and be¬ 
sides, she’ll die 


next 


season 


anyway. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


50 Cent tries hand at comedy 


career 50 Cent is looking 
to move into the come¬ 
dy business, searching 
out scripts through his 
production company, 
according to Contact 
Music. 

The rapper 
reportedly ea¬ 
ger to team, 
up with Mar¬ 
tin Lawrence 
and Seann 
William 


Scott, whom he called “a 
funny man” in an 
interview with 
King magazine. 

50 Cent most re¬ 
cently starred in 
Righteous Kill with 
Robert De 
Niro and 
Al Pacino, 


METRO 


NEWS 


SERVICES 


Wedding bells for 
Hayden and Rachel? 


Sheen’s girlfriend 
rushed to hospital 


Nicollette no man-eater 


baby Charlie Sheen’s preg¬ 
nant girlfriend, Brooke 
Mueller, was rushed to the 
hospital in Los Angeles 
earlier this week after ex¬ 
periencing premature con¬ 
tractions, according to Us 
Weekly. Mueller is 
pregnant with twin boys, 
which are due in April. 

The same day Mueller 
was hospitalized, Sheen 
told People magazine that 
the nursery they’ve 

prepared for the 
tots is almost 
finished: “Forget 
being a babies’ 
room. If I had a 
room like that 
growing up at any 
point, I would 
have been 
over the 
moon.” 


METRO 


NEWS 


SERVICES 


career Sales of Rihanna’s 
2007 album, Good Girl 
Gone Bad, have soared in 
the wake of her alleged al¬ 
tercation with boyfriend 
Chris Brown the night be¬ 
fore the Grammy Awards, 
climbing 
33 per 


according to E! News. 

But all the press atten¬ 
tion isn’t helping Brown, 
whose latest album, Exclu¬ 
sive, continued to fall 
down the charts, not even 
registering in Billboard’s 
top 200. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


marriage Former The O.C. 
star Rachel Bilson is 
reportedly set to marry 
longtime boyfriend 
Hayden Christensen, 
though the couple haven’t 
set a date yet. The two 
were engaged quietly over 
the holidays, a source told 
People magazine. 

And a spy for Page Six 
saw the pint-sized actress 
on an L.A.-bound flight 
sporting her engagement 
ring. The eyewitness over¬ 
heard Bilson tell another 
passenger, “I’m not 
married yet, 
just 

engaged. I 
know I 
look like 
I’m 15, but 
I’m actual¬ 
ly 27.” 

METRO 


NEWS 


SERVICES 
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Today 

Partly sunny 

2V -3° 


Saturday 

Variable 

r 


* / -5° 


60 % 


1 / Sunday 

Flurries 

2°/ -3° 


BEAT THE COLD & FLU SEASON 


Your Cold & Flu Report is available 
attheweathernetwork.com 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Sceptre adornment 
4 Spinning meas. 

7 First-anniversary gift 

12 Sheepish remark? 

13 Will Smith biopic 

14 Impressive setup 

15 Recede 

16 Human-lion dragon hybrid 

18 Copper head? 

19 Villain’s look 

20 Radiator noise 

22 Historic time 

23 “Bye Bye Birdie” song 
27 Frequently 

29 “Deal or No Deal” host 
31 Acid type 


34 Spacious 

35 Way 

37 Moment 

38 Shetland, for one 

39 Midafternoon, in a way 
41 Beneficent 

45 Bread 

47 —juice (milk) 

48 Woody Allen movie 

52 Present topper 

53 Wanted-poster datum 

54 Time of your life? 

55 Work with 

56 Furrier’s wares 

57 Wield a needle 

58 Conger or moray 


1 Crossword down 1 

1 West Indian magic 

28 Adversary 

2 Synagogue VIP 

30 Exist 

3 Infants 

31 Pump up the volume 

4 St. Louis squad 

32 Long March leader 

5 Mars, e.g. 

33 B&B 

6 Clementine’s dad, e.g. 

36 Urban disturbance 

7 Poker holding 

37 Stored fodder 

8 Joan of— 

40 Teeny bits 

9 Expert 

42 Dye deeply 

10 Anvil site 

43 Sue Grafton’s “N” 

11 Alternative to white 

44 Wooden peg 

17 4-Down, e.g. 

45 Church service 

21 One of the Corleones 

46 From the start 

23 Rap 

48 Navigation aid 

24 Altar affirmative 

49 Hearty quaff 

25 Rep. rival 

50 Zero 

26 Crafty 

51 Chapeau 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Grilled Salmon 
with Relish 

INGREDIENTS: 

1/4 tsp (1 ml) sugar plus 
2 tbsp (25 ml) sugar 
1 tsp (5 ml) ground corian¬ 
der 

1/2 tsp (2 ml) salt 
1/2 tsp (2 ml) cinnamon 
1/4 tsp (1 ml) cardamom 
1/4 tsp (1 ml) black pepper 
4 salmon steaks 
(6 ounces each) 

1/2 tsp (2 ml) yellow mus¬ 
tard seeds 

1/3 cup (75 ml) distilled 
white vinegar 
1 zucchini, cut into 1/4-in. 
(0.5-cm) dice 
1 orange or red bell 
pepper, seeded and cut in¬ 
to 1/4-in. (0.5-cm) dice 
1 cup (250 ml) corn 
kernels, fresh or thawed 
frozen 

MEHTOD: 

1. Spray grill rack with 
nonstick cooking spray. 
Preheat grill to medium. 
Combine 1/4 tsp (1 ml) of 


sugar, coriander, salt, cin¬ 
namon, cardamom, and 
black pepper in small pot. 
Measure out 11/4 tsp (6 
ml) of spice mixture and 
rub into one side of each 
salmon steak. 

2. Add remaining 2 tbsp 
(25 ml) sugar, mustard 
seeds, and vinegar to spice 
mixture in pot, and bring 
to a boil over medium 
heat. Add zucchini, bell 
pepper, and corn, and 
cook until bell pepper is 
crisp-tender, about 4 min¬ 
utes. 

3. Place salmon, spice-side 
down, on grill and cook, 
without turning, until just 
done, about 5 minutes. 
Serve salmon topped with 
relish. 

SERVES 4 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

A relative behaves in an ex¬ 
traordinary manner. You can 
slide over a minor insult with¬ 
out flinching. Someone has 
played a game and lost. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


A blond will lead you out of a 
dilemma. Someone will back 
out of a promise. Unforeseen 
delays must be taken into ac¬ 
count. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

Get to the point with a supervi¬ 
sor. You’ll have to ease fears 
when plans don’t work out. In¬ 
sulting anyone will be a re¬ 
markably bad idea. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



A talented person’s partner is 
out of control. Incomplete mes¬ 
sages will cause distress. You’ll 
find a way to go out and play 
tonight. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


A distressed female will de¬ 
mand a plan. There’ll be shock¬ 
ing news about someone. A so¬ 
cial climber wants to know 
how you feel. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Romantic indiscretions are be¬ 
coming obvious. Don’t forget 
someone because you’re in a 
rush. You can accept an invita¬ 
tion from a social contact. 


LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A man will tiy to make a weak 
justification. Take control of 
yourself in a confusing situa¬ 
tion. A coercive colleague will 
earn unwanted attention. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

An arrogant friend needs to see 
a specialist. Your ever reliable 
help is greatly appreciated. A 
cheater will try to influence im¬ 
portant decisions. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

You’ll get gratitude from a sat¬ 
isfied caller. What seems logi¬ 
cal to you will irritate others. 
You’ll bite off more than you 
can chew. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A self-indulgent person will 
continue to disobey. Tender 
thoughts will find a place in 
your heart. Watch out for 
falling objects. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

A member of a club will settle a 
debate. The people in charge 
will solve a problem. An unre¬ 
strained person will be forced 
to relax. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Analyze a bad situation before 
saying anything about it. The 
truth will be revealed by 
chance. True friends won’t 
stand in your way. 


FLIGHT CENTRE 


VARADERO 

$799 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 7 nights 3.5-star 
all-inclusive accom. UPGRADE to 4.5-star junior suite accom 
from $43 per night. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Package price is per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to 
availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, 
errors ana omissions excepted, but are subject to change.Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, HST and 
fuel supplements and are excluded. 




GOT A 

SHOE RUSH? 



We’re now located at 
Bedford Place Mall! 


902 - 407-3030 
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HURRY IN. FOR A LIMITED TIME GET 


LOWER PRICES 5 0 %PURCHASE 


FINANCING 


CHECK OUT THE ALL-NEW 2009 ELANTRA TOURING 

STARTING FROM ONLY 


* 14 , 995 '- 2 . 9 % 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 72 MOS.o 


. ONE OF THE LARGEST INTERIORS IN ITS CLASS 
. 2.0L, 138HP, 4-CYLINDER ENGINE 
. AM/FM/CD/MP3/AUX. PLUG/USB PORT AUDIO SYSTEM 

SEE IT AT DEALERSHIPS TODAY 


2009 ACCENT L3DR 

STARTING PRICE 



GL 5-speed model shown 



NEW SALE PRICE 


PARTING PRICE ----- 

JW& $9,995 


WITH 


0% 

PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.o 


GL Sport model shown 


2009 ELANTRA L 

STARTING PRICE 

$ 


NEW SALE PRICE 


iTARTING PRICE 

$11,995 


n% 


WITH PURCHASE 

FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.o 


GL with Sport Package shown 

2009 SONATA GL 

STARTING PRICE 

$ 


NEW SALE PRICE 


ARTING PRICE ■ ---w — 

$18,995 


0% 


WITH PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.o 


Limited model shown 

2009 TUCSON L 

STARTING PRICE 


NEW SALE PRICE 


STARTING PRICE — 

£» $ 18,995 


0% 


WITH PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.o 


Limited model shown 


2009 SANTA FE 2.7L GL 

STARTING PRICE 

$ 


NEW SALE PRICE 


STARTING PRICE llbVV I IIIUL 

$21,995 


o% 


WITH PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.o 


Limited model shown 


THE I SMART PLACE TO SHOP. 

MM————— 


5 YEAR 


100,000 KM 


WARRANTY 


Find your local dealer at 
www.hyundaicanada.com 


_ Atlantic 

C@> HYUnDHI 


COMPREHENSIVE LIMITED WARRANTY tf 


Dealers 
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